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What a great time of the year to be a bird watcher and out in 
the environment. Sure it might get a bit damp from time to 
time but at least our rain is warm or at least not too cold. 
Much of the breeding activity is done for the season but there 
are many birds feeding young still. The insect life is rampant. 
Butterflies compete for the eye with birds as they flash 
through the gardens. 
On a late February night while mammal spotting we heard 
owls making a racket. I thought they were Lesser Sooty, but 
as it was the general hissing that  Tyto owls carry on with I 
was not sure. When approaching the source of the noise I 
heard a soft call from behind us and turned to find a Lesser 
Sooty Owl with a Boyd's Forest Dragon. The noisy bird came 
over and while I first thought it was a juvenile I now think it 
may have been a female and what we witnessed was mate 
feeding. She put on a great display, screaming and hissing 
with her wings out and around; like a  cross between a 
sunbittern and a riflebird. The exchange of the dragon 
occurred in a dense tree so we did not witness that. She flew 
across the road with her trophy and continued to scream until 
I demonstrated the 'falling bomb' call for my guests. As we 
had been watching a Lumholtz's Tree-Kangaroo at the time 
the owls interrupted, we stayed around and the hissing 
restarted after about 3-5 minutes. Neither owl was visible 
though the noisy one was no more than 15 metres away.   
You will have received a letter concerning the merger of 
Birds Australia and BOCA. This is an issue I would like you 
to give serious consideration to how you would like to see it 
achieved if that is your desire and to let the committee know 
through National Office. The issues seem to be whether we 
can be more effective as one or two organisations. How 

would the autonomy of different groups be maintained while 
still operating with unity? 

Wishing you (good) birding surprises, 
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In January, 11 observers gathered at the northern end 
of the Cairns Esplanade in fine but gusty conditions to 
count the waders on the Cairns foreshore. Cairns locals 
were outnumbered four, three by Tablelanders and the 
rest were from interstate. Two overseas visitors tagged 
along and we were joined by another very experienced 
birder just when we needed help with the Sand Plovers. 
There had been showers earlier in the day and we were 
lucky that the rain held off until we finished and the wind 
dropped as well. Alan gave out the last of the wonderful 
little identification booklets to those who felt the need of 
them and we broke into four teams; three to count 
sections of the Esplanade and one just to observe and 
learn. This last team melded with one of the counting 
teams. The results were collated after checking that we 
had not counted the same bird twice. This may have 
happened of course and there may have been birds 
missed but we were happy with the resulting accuracy 
being high enough. 
Nine hundred birds were counted. Well 897 if you want 
to be pedantic! Of special interest were the high 
numbers of Greenshanks, 10, and Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers, 36. Great Knots at 278 were the most 
numerous species. Caspian Tern and Little Egret had 
the lowest possible presence and Broad-billed 
Sandpipers seemed to be missing altogether. 

Another Esplanade wader count was held in February  
where eight people participated. The 611 birds were 
made up of the following species: Pelican 3,  
Great Egret 4, Striated Heron 2, Royal Spoonbill 4,  
Pied Oystercatcher 4, Great Sand Plover 9,  
Masked Lapwing 11, Black-tailed Godwit 1, Bar-tailed 
Godwit 74, Whimbrel 48, E Curlew 27, Terek Sandpiper 
1, Grey-tailed Tattler 11, Greenshank 5, Great Knot 258, 
Red-knecked Stint 42, Curlew Sandpiper 50, Little Tern 
17 and Silver Gull 40. 

At Lucinda, a band of six people (all joint BA & BOCA 
members) carried out a shorebirds count. The total of 501 
birds included 13 wader species. We were on a neap tide 
around 2m, leaving a large area of mangroves exposed. 
The make up was: Bar-tailed Godwit 74, Black-tailed 
Godwit 2, Terek Sandpiper 1, Lesser Sand Plover 112,  
Greater Sand Plover 26, Eastern curlew 25, Whimbrel 10, 
Red-necked Stint 29, Royal Spoonbill 1, Australian 
Pelican 1, Silver Gull 19, Crested Tern 151, Caspian Tern 
8,  White-bellied Sea-Eagle 1 and Nankeen Kestrel 1. 
This was a greatly reduced number since our last casual 
visit on 3 January, when there were close to 2000 birds at 
a much higher tide. 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who took part in these 
counts. 
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Situated 1½ hours north of Cairns in Far North 
Queensland we offer a variety of accommodation options:-  

Self-contained units-single or two bedroom, bunkhouse,  
camping and powered caravan sites.  

The property is a rainforest wildlife sanctuary catering for 
birdwatchers and naturalists.  

We are central to a variety of habitats and  
provide bird species lists, area maps and library.  

Morning walks and evening spotlighting by arrangement.  
Special group packages  

and a local bird guide can be arranged. 

Keith & Lindsay Fisher 
RN6, Mt. Kooyong Road, Julatten, QLD 4871 
Ph: (07) 4094 1263 or Fax: (07) 4094 1466 

Email: sootyowl@bigpond.com 
Web Page: www.birdwatchers.com.au 
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Sandi Oswald 

Double-barred Finch, Banded Honeyeater, 
Cotton Pygmy Goose, 28/12/2009, 
Yungaburra 
Little Button-quail, 26/12/2009, Paluma 
Region  
Oriental Cuckoo, 28/12/2009, Townsville 
Town Common  
Peregrine Falcon, 24/12/2009, Paluma 
Region  
Large-tailed Nightjar, 24/12/2009, Paluma 
Region  

Zebra Finch, 30/12/2009, The Orient, Ingham  
Pied Heron, 1/01/2010, Lake Mitchell   
Cockatiel, 10/01/2010, Cape Cleveland 
White-throated Nightjar, 10/01/2010, Cromarty  
Buff-banded Rail, 7/01/2010, Racecourse 
Road, Cluden 
Rufous Owl, 13/01/2010, Ross River Bush 
Garden 
Great Frigatebird, 13/01/2010, Lucinda Beach 
Wandering Tattler, 11/01/2010, Endeavour 
River mouth Cooktown 
 

Bush-hen, 13/01/2010, Ross River Bush 
Garden  
Glossy Ibis, 19/01/2010, Blakey's Crossing, 
Townsville 
Zitting Cisticola, 22/01/2010, Orient Road, 
Ingham  
Wandering Tattler, 17/12/2009, Townsville 
Breakwater  
Red-rumped Swallow, Barn Swallow, 
9/12/2009, Newell Beach 
Little Bittern, 19/12/2009, Hinchinbrook 
Community Wetlands, Ingham  
Superb Fruit-Dove, Australian Pratincole, 
13/12/2009, Townsville Town Common  
Spotted Whistling Duck, 2/12/2009, Lockhart 
River Sewerage Ponds 
Pictorella Mannikin, 8/12/2009, Cloncurry 
Painted Finch, 10/12/2009, Mount Isa  
Topknot Pigeon, 8/12/2009, 25 km SW of 
Townsville. 
 
Observers: Len & Chris Ezzy, Keith & 
Lindsay Fisher, Ben Bright, John Grant, Niel 
Bruce, Tony Ashton, Peter Valentine, 
Barbara Sally Reidy, Rohan Clarke, Adrian 
Boyle, Laura Sisson, John Ewen, Bob 
Gosford, Alexandra Canton, Phil Gregory, 
Alan Gillanders, Ed Pierce, Greg Bortolussi, 
Janet Robino, TRBOC, Kath Shurcliff, Dave 
Houghton, Cairns Birds, Rob Burgoyne, Ian 
& Jean Davies, Bill Holmes, Ivor Preston. 

Red-necked Crake, 21/02/2010, Paluma  
Noisy Pitta, 7/02/2010, Kingfisher Park 
Birdwatchers Lodge 
Red-necked Phalarope, 1/02/2010, offshore 
WNW from Weipa  
Red-rumped Swallow, 9/02/2010, Newell 
Beach 
Square-tailed Kite, 14/02/2010, Townsville 
Great Crested Grebe, 14/02/2010,Tyto 
Wetlands 
White-winged Black Tern, 26/01/2010, Links 
Road, Giru 
Australian Pratincole, 27/01/2010, Hughes 
Rd, Ayr 
Latham's Snipe, 27/01/2010, Townsville Town 
Common  
Little Curlew, 24/01/2010, Ayr 
Yellow White-eye, 24/01/2010, Plantation 
Creek, Ayr 
Black-throated Finch, 14/01/2010, Woodstock  
Pied Heron, 27/01/2010,Townsville Town 
Common  
Pied Heron, 5/02/2010, Jerona Rd, Ayr  
Black-headed Gull, 21/01/2010, Boigu and 
Saibai Islands 
Uniform Swiftlet, 21/01/2010, Boigu and 
Saibai Islands  
Common Tern, 1/02/2010, mouth of Ross 
River, Townsville 
Red-footed Booby, 28/12/2009, Michaelmas 
Cay  
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���������	����������	����������	����������	� ��� �  Birds Australia North Queensland is very grateful for the support  

                                             of the Honourable Lindy Nelson-Carr MP  
                                             the Minister for Mundingburra,  for printing  ����������		�
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www.birdsaustralianq.org 

����������� �Easter Campout Cooktown 2nd -5th April 2010  
Owing to weather conditions, the daily program will be 
decided at short notice. Possible local outings are the 

botanic gardens, Mt Cook NP, Keating's Lagoon and Kings 
Plain Lakes. Weather permitting a trip towards the southern 
sections of Lakefield NP is planned. Possible species to be 
sighted on this weekend, if you are lucky, include Chestnut-

breasted Cuckoo and Black-winged Monarch,  Tropical 
Scrubwren, White-streaked Honeyeater, Black-backed 

Butcherbird and Bennet’s Tree Kangaroo.  

There are two van parks located away from the Endeavour 
River mangroves. Cooktown Caravan Park, 4069 5536 
offers camping and van sites only while the Peninsula 

Caravan Park, 4069 5107 offers cabins, camping and van 
sites. If you desire more luxurious accommodation check the 

Cook Shire website. 

May Day Weekend Campout and AGM 
The weekend will be held at Trafalgar Station 55 km SSW of 

Charters Towers (30km on formed gravel road - 2WD access). 

The weekend will be fully catered from Saturday dinner (byo 

alcohol) to Monday breakfast and the cost of $100/person will 

include basic accommodation in bunkhouses with mattresses only 

supplied or camping area close by on a level grassed area. There 

are six toilet/shower dongas for our use.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 1st ~ Committee meeting 10am-1pm 

Arrival 1-2pm   AGM  starts at 2pm  Birding afternoon  4 -6   

Sunday 2nd 

Morning birding on property;  Lunch;  Afternoon birding on 
property 

Monday 3rd 

Pre breakfast birding, breakfast and return home. 

Everyone is welcome to attend  
for catering purposes,  

please advise Ivor Preston  

banq@birdsaustralia.com.au 

by 23 April. 

Notice of AGM 1 May 2010 
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