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CONSERVATION THROUGH KNOWLEDGE

The Comb-crested Jacana has a red fleshy forehead comb, a black
crown, back and breast and brown wings. The belly, face and throat
are white and there is a faint yellow tinge around the eye and throat.
Both sexes are similar in appearance, but the female is larger than
the male and slightly brighter in colour. In flight, the long legs and
toes trail behind the body. Young Jacanas resemble the adult birds,
but are rufous to black on the head and nape and have a rufous-black
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Comb-crested Jacana Irediparra gallinacea

breast band. The red fleshy comb is much smaller and darker. The $# +°
Jacana feeds on aquatic insects, which it seizes from floating

vegetation or the surface of the water. It also feeds on seeds and

aquatic plants. Birds rarely come to shore. When searching for food,

it bobs its head and flicks its tailed continuously. The female may

mate with several males, while the male alone builds the nest,

incubates the eggs and cares for the young. If danger threatens the

young birds, the male has the curious habit of picking the chicks up

under his wings and carrying them off to safety.

Comb-crested Jacanas are found in tropical and subtropical
freshwater wetlands, including lagoons, billabongs, swamps, lakes, " #"
rivers, sewage ponds and dams, providing there is adequate floating
vegetation. They will move to new locations, particularly in response
to changes in their current habitat, such as droughts or excessive
flooding. Comb-crested Jacanas occupy coastal and sub-coastal
regions from the Kimberleys in Western Australia, through northern
Australia to about Grafton in New South Wales. They are more
common in the north of their range. The species also occurs in New
Guinea, Indonesia and the Philippines.
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2010 International Yearof Biodiversity

RED MILL HOUSE

DAINTREE
FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND

AAA 4 STAR
Birdwatching B&B
Conveniently located to Daintree River,
specialist bird and wildlife tours and
Daintree National Park.

Tasteful, ensuite rcoms overlooking tropical
rainforest garden and swimming pool.
Fabulous full cooked breakfast included.
Extensive nature library.

Bird lists and “mud maps” provided.

CERTIFIED
[Ecotourism|

www.redmillhouse.com.au
www.daintreebirdwatching.com.au
info@redmillhouse.com.au
07 4098 6233




The theme of this year's Congress is:
“CONSERVATION OF AUSTRALIAN BIRDS;
APPROACHES, PROJECTS & OUTCOMES".

The Congress will be held in Townsville at the
Plaza Inn Hotel, corner of Flinders & Stanley
Streets, starting at 6.30 pm on the 13" with a
meet and greet opening. Papers will be presented
and discussed on the 14™ and 15" August 2010.
The Congress dinner will be held on Saturday
night. A choice of excursions will be offered for the
early risers on Sunday morning and also a sunset
cruise on Lake Ross for those at a loose end
between the Congress and the Campout.
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Bowra is now in
the hands of the \

AWC. N //

You can read the full
story online -

www.australianwildlife.org
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Register your interest
in joining a team for the
waterhole count via the website
www.blackthroatedfinch.com

ringfisher parts

Situated 1%z hours north of Cairns in Far North
Queensland we offer a variety of accommodation options:-
Self-contained units-single or two bedroom, bunkhouse,
camping and powered caravan sites.

The property is a rainforest wildlife sanctuary catering for
birdwatchers and naturalists.

We are central to a variety of habitats and
provide bird species lists, area maps and library.
Morning walks and evening spotlighting by arrangement.
Special group packages
and a local bird guide can be arranged.

Keith & Lindsay Fisher
RN6, Mt. Kooyong Road, Julatten, QLD 4871
Ph: (07) 4094 1263 or Fax: (07) 4094 1466
Email: sootyowl@bigpond.com
Web Page: www.birdwatchers.com.au
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We have been alerted to the fact that around Bamaga near the tip of the Cape.
populations of Fawn-breasted We have unconfirmed reports that there
Bowerbirds on the Cape York Peninsula may still be a population around Seisa
appear to have crashed over the last ten but we don't know for sure.
years. We are starting to investigate Can we ask that anyone travelling to
possible reasons for the decline. One Cape York and particularly to Seisa
theory we are trying to test is that the please be on the look out for Bowerbirds
relentless burning every year may be and please report their experiences,
destroying their feed source. good or bad, to BANQ.
It is becoming very hard to find a banq@birdsaustralia.com.au
Bowerbird in previously well populated
traditional sites such as Iron Range/
Lockhart River/Portland Roads and also ( # &

% " " ("

Recently my neighbour bought my which then retreated to a safer distance. records of in these spider's webs, the
attention to his grim find of a female Olive others being Scarlet Honeyeater, Chestnut-
-backed Sunbird hanging in the web of a breasted Mannikin and Red-browed
Golden Orb Spider at the entrance to his Firetail.

car shed. She was very still in the hope of
not being noticed however it was too late
to be thinking that way.

Within a few minutes my neighbour and |
released the sunbird from the web. She t
two young in a nest on the next door
verandah. So the outcome is that we still | find it interesting that the sunbird

have three sunbirds and one Golden Orb defended itself against the spider which it
Spider. would have been familiar with. It would
be like a man kicking an approaching five
metre crocodile in the nose!

As we took stock of the situation the very
large female spider moved toward the e " :

sunbird feeling along the web as she went fﬁgl\j\ﬁg tied up” by the elastic strands ¢ T
When within the sunbird's reach the bird T _ y )

briefly grabbed the front leg of the spider This is the fourth species that | have 4

However upon retrieval she was still
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Interested In birds?

Want to know
more?

Birds Australia
Is offering students
an amazing
discount membership

Why become a member of Birds Australia?

Every student who joins BA will receive our glossy, full-
colour magazine, Wingspan, four times a year. It gives
you all the facts about the latest in bird conservation
issues as well as everything else you'll ever want to
know about birds and birding in Australia. With this offer
you'll also get an electronic subscription to Emu (our
respected scientific journal), which fills you in on the
results of cutting-edge bird research. You can also
check out back issues of Emu online, which makes
research for your degree simple. BA membership also
provides you with plenty of opportunities to get out into
the field to gain extra experience while having fun at the
same time.

Best of all, it costs only $25.

You can’t beat that for value.
(It usually costs $130!)

For more details, log on to the
Birds Australia website
www.birdsaustralia.com.au/join
and follow the links. It's too easy!
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Gordon and Kerri Redding

Phone: 07 40912955 or 0418 774 476
Email: tropart@bigpond.com
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is very grateful for the support of

the Honourable Lindy Nelson-Carr MP
the Member for Mundingburra,

for printing
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