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Issue: Great-billed Heron

September 2011

The Great -billed Heron, Ardea
sumatrana is a wading bird of the
heron family, Ardeidae, resident
from southeast Asia to Papua New
Guinea and Australia. Its habitats
are largely coastal such as islands,
coral reefs, mangroves, large
rivers. However, occasionally, it
can be found inland in shallow
ponds. It feeds in shallow water,
spearing fish with its long, sharp
bill and will wait motionless for
prey, or slowly stalk its victim. The
shy, elusive bird is rarely in the
open and retreats into cover while
the observer is still distant.

The Great -billed Heron is
Australiads | arges
115cm tall. It is larger and darker

than the Purple Heron, which it
resembles in appearance.

The call is a |
and a deep

oud]|
rumbl i n

The plumage is largely dark grey and in breeding
plumage it has grey facial skin, silvery on the
lower neck, back and crest.

In flight, it has a uniform dark grey upper wing.
The flight is slow, with its neck retracted and long
trailing legs. This is characteristic of herons and
bitterns and distinguishes them from storks,
cranes and spoonbills, which extend their necks.

The Australian range has probably contracted
northwards up the east coast and there are no
recent records south of Rockhampton (Marchant
and Higgins, 1990), but the population is probably
stable through the
rest of its range.
Widespread
throughout its range,
the Great -billed
Heron is evaluated as
Least Concern.

Great -billed Heron

(Ardea sumatrana )

Photo taken at Daintree River, August 2011
casirtesy of lard Montgwraekyi n g dvww.birdway.com.au
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Project News

Cassowary Report

Although there was a lot of money collected to feed
the Cassowaries affected by Cyclone Yasi there was
nothing available for checking the effectiveness of
that interjection into the natural event. BANQ
combined with the Dept of the Environment

(DERM) and CSIRO Atherton in a project to rectify
that situation.

The project is based on DNA analysis of Cassowary
droppings. The droppings are collected by

regularly walking certain tracks and also collected
around a selection of the feeding stations operated

by DERM. Some of the
tracks are where there are
no feeding stations, to serve
as a comparative control.
The DNA can identify
individual birds and also
indicate their sex. This will
provide information on

S where individual birds are
located and how far they are
moving.

Forty four samples from

¥ Mission Beach have been
screened so far but the results not yet analysed.
There is another batch of droppings ready for
analysis.

Crane Count Preliminary Report

A determined team braved cold, wet and windy conditions to carry out the annual BANQ crane count, organisksthisy Virginia Sil
year. An earlier date was set compared to previous years, fearing that some of these migratory birds mightjpdified early. A new

record form was tested for
the first time.

Around 2000 Cranes/Bro
were recorded at about 6
different sites. A full repo
being prepared.

Afterwards the team enjo
a fine evening meal in
Yungaburra. Alan Gilland
presented an excellent sl
show on his experiences
visiting Papua New Guing
last year.

Photo courtesy of Dominic
Chaplin
www.pinecreekpictures
.com.au

There is an unexpected problem (there always is in
research!), there is a
distinct lack of
droppings. Also the
droppings that are
near the feeding
stations are often not
much more than a
smear on the ground.
Supermarket fruit is
not big on large seeds
and fibrous flesh.

‘ odOra
0\\\ ﬁ%

< o

| went to Mission
Beach last week to
collect droppings along the tracks. We got zero
recent droppings. We saw 7 Cassowaries in the
area with no feeding stations and zero birds in the
feeding station area. Perhaps this reflects that the
unfed birds were out on the tracks looking for food
and the fed birds were lying sated in the bush out
of sight. Perhaps not!

Melbourne Community Foundation

The fact that there are plenty of birds about but
few droppings raises the question of whether pigs
are eating the droppings. Another unforseen
guestion! Science was ever thus.

Graham Harrington
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Blackthroated Finch Report
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Rare birds go higtech to get tweets followed, cheap
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QUT PhD student Jason Wimmer, with one
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Research News

Roads can be barriers to the birds

involved in the evaluation of a vegetated overpass
built over Compton Road to the south of Brisbane.
This trial has been underway for some years, and
the overpass is being used by many species that
otherwise find Compton Road a total barrier.
Fairywrens, robins, treecreepers and honeyeaters
are amongst the birds regularly using the

Although roads present an obvious and dangerous
obstacle to the movements of land animals, the well
known 'barrier effect' of roads on wildlife has largely
ignored the impact on birds. While most larger
species obviously fly over such infrastructure, it is
now appreciated that many smaller forest birds are
reluctant to cross even modest gaps, let alone a wide
noisy highway. One possible solution is to construct
vegetated overpasses but most such structures are

2

designed with large mammals in mind and are
usually devoid of vegetation. Australian overpasses,
in contrast, are well vegetated and may allow birds
to cross. In one of the first detailed studies of bird
use of an overpass we assessed the Compton Road
structure in southern Brisbane and found
unexpectedly high numbers of individuals and
species within the planted vegetation, including
numerous forest -interior species.

Darryl Jones gave a very interesting talk on roads as
barriers to bird movements, particularly for
woodland/forest birds inhabiting the lower story. He
spoke of road building in Europe, where new roads
are required to have a mandated level of permeability
for wildlife. This is achieved by a variety of tunnels,
viaducts (similar to bridges, but with an extremely

low footprint) and vegetated landbridges. He gave an
example of a 19km stretch of new highway in Spain,
that had nearly 50% permeability. He has been

landbridge.

v
-

e

o

-

The talk has been posted on the TREAT website
where it can be downloaded: http://
www.treat.net.au/projects/permeable_roads.html
Links are there to some other articles which might

be of interest.
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Starlings Wedgdailed Eagle

European Starling , Rose Best is the chairperson for the Pilbara Wildlife
Sturrius vulgaris ) % h— Carers Association Inc. in the Pilbara Region

of Western Australian and is passionate about
Wedge-tailed Eagles. She is organising a national
campaign to protect them while feeding on road kills.

The committee of BANQ has agreed to support the
campaign and has a quantity of bumpers stickers
and brochures.

The brochure and a bumper sticker which states

"Toot your horn for Wedge tailed eagles". It has been
quite successful educational campaign. The website
has a national database of contact details for people

to contact a carer anywhere in Australia if they

should come across an injured Wedge  -tailed Eagle.

courtesy of lan Montgomery The whole point of the website is to inform, educate
www.birdway.com.au and assist in the rescue of Wedge -tailed Eagles
I — around Australia. Any photos sent in will

acknowledge the photographer and links to related

The European Starling,  Sturnus vulgaris , is one of web pages welcomed.

the most successful invasive species in the world.
Starlings originated from Europe but are now found
all over, from the US to Australia, this species
occupies a large and varied geographical range.
During my PhD | would like to explore the success of
the European Starling in Australia, with particular
interest in understanding how our landscape has
shaped individuals and populations. Starlings
provide a model system to explore this relationship
because they have only been in Australia for about
160 years and should possess characteristics that
allow them to adapt to novel environments. | plan to
sample starling populations from Tasmania to
Queensland, examining the genetic and physical
characteristics that may differ across their range.

This project relies on my ability to get samples of
starlings from as many places as possible. To this
end, | would ask for help from anyone willing and
able to provide it. If anybody is or knows of someone
controlling starlings at their home or on their farm |
would love to collect the carcasses (adult and/or
chicks; ie removing chicks from nest boxes). Every
sample would be of great help to the project and to
gain a better understanding of this invasive pest
species. Any information regarding Starlings in your
area would be great. If you know where a large flock
lives or have any other information you think would
be useful please contact me. Thank you for your time
and help.

Adam Cardilini

apcar@deakin.edu.au Website: www.wedgetaileagle.org.au
0431 566 340

School of Life and Environmental Sciences, An initiative of

75 Pigdons Rd, Waurn Ponds, Victoria 3126 PILBARA WILDLIFE CARERS ASSOCIATION INC.
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Trip Report

Daintree River Cruise and Wild Wings & Swampy Things Walk

Get up early and get the birds!! Most birdwatchers Earlier in the afternoon, we

are happy to be up early and out there with the birds, (nature reserve) | ocal prope

but for some of us who prefer a later -start (and a Thi ngs't.hel thome of Barbara Ma

warm. cosy bed), this is a difficult concept to Sheat her and situated on Bar

understand. Over the last 25

However, considerable effo

dangle a pl ace to revegeta

narrrgl;hat cleared property

'(I:'(f)u' c€a its former rainfo

nereg Rufous Fantail, L

Great -billed .
thrush, Grey Whis

Heron and f - f |

well, we can amily o 'Wl[fe\ne v

certainly were the avian hi

muster the Thank you Barbar a

required www. wi |l dwi ngs. com

enthusiasm.

On what had

to be the In other news from the

coldest ~ ; river, migrant species haye

morning The early - birds warmed and ready started to return from their

ever, with fog Photo courtesy of Ivor Preston winter sojoum to PNG.

and mist Brown -backed Honeyeaters

everywhere, we huddled in the boat to cruise down a
misty Daintree River with the Daintree Boatman -
Murray Hunt. The word freezing springs to mind, but

we were warmed by blood  -pumping motivation to
seek and find the Great  -billed Heron. Of course, one
must remember to enjoy the journey and admire the
beauty during the search, such as Osprey, Shining
Flycatcher, Azure Kingfisher and several Papuan
Frogmouth. Murray really had his eye in for finding

the Papuan Frogmouth (NB this was a lifer that we
hadn't anticipated) - mind you, they were all
sleeping!! ... Another highlight was Little Kingfisher
observed at close range diving repeatedly from

riverine Mangrove Lily to catch and eat tiny shrimp.

But unfortunately, time escaped us and we dipped on
our target bird, not a Great - billed Heron in sight. Our
determined skipper, Murray was determined to please
the group and offered to finish the day with another

hunt. This time, spectacular views were obtained of
Great -billed Heron standing at close range as well as
flying at close proximity to the boat. How lucky. |

wonder if getting out of bed early doesn't appeal to

him either, especially on a cold and misty morning?

Thank you Murray Hunt, owner and operator of
Daintree Boatman Nature Tours.
www. daintreerivertours.com.au

were first observed in mid
July. Sightings of Channel  -billed Cuckoos and flocks
of Metallic Starling are increasing. Small flocks of
Pied Imperial Pigeon have also started to appear in
the last week.

RED MILL HOUSE

DAINTREE
FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND

AAA 4 STAR
Birdwatching B&B
Corvenienly located 1o Daintree River,
speciabst bird and wilokfe tours and
Daintrae National Park
Tastoful, ensuste roome overlooking tropical
rainforest garden and swimming pool.
Fabulous full cooked breakfast included.
Extensive nature kbeary,

Bird kets and ‘mud maps” provided.

CERTIFIED
| Advanced |
[Ecotourism|

www.redmilihouse com. ou
www . daintreebirdwatching.com.au
nto@redmilihouse. com. au

07 4098 6233
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Great -Billed Heron

Photo courtesy of lan Montgomery

Photographs from Daintree River cruise \
— ——

- www.birdway.com.au

Little

K Phdlo godrtesy f lan@lafthcott

Barrett the smiling crocodile

Papuan Frqgmou
Photo courtesy of lan Northcott
|
Azur e Ki d1gf i st

Photo courtesy of lan Northcott

Photo courtesy of lan Montgomery
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Members Corner

Cold climate birdirigtwo weeks in Iceland

As part of my work at Museum of Tropical
Queensland, | had a research visit to Iceland, about
as far as you can travel from Townsville without
starting to head back. The contrasts between
Queensland and Iceland are great, not just the
extremes of climate, but the physical landscape of
Iceland is largely treeless, at times appearing to be
one great lava field. In June another stark difference
is that Iceland is very cold but the 24 -hour daylight
allowed good daylight for birding both before and
after work.

Iceland is a spectacular place for birding but the
experience is quite different to that in Australia. The
resident and non -vagrant species list is small, about
73 breeding species, but 351 3370 species have been
recorded with a huge number of vagrants. There are
few passerines (10 breeding species) with the
greatest bird diversity to be seen in the ducks and
geese, and the seabirds. Trying to focus binoculars
with frozen fingers was a challenge as was holding
onto the spotting scope in the gale  -strength winds.

Sea birds (as well as marine mammals and fish) have
long been an essential part of the traditional
Icelandic diet, and indeed it was these rich marine
resources that allowed successful settlement to take

Rock Ptarmigan photo by Joérundur Svavarsson
___________________________________________________________________________________|

place in the Ninth and Tenth Centuries. It was
curious, if unsurprising perhaps, to see on a
restaurant menu Minke Whale, smoked Puffin,
Guillemot and also Ptarmigan (for the record | had
skate wings).

The great visitor experience in Icelandic birding is to
see the Boreal high -latitude species and to see some
of these in great numbers and close proximity. There

is also the chance to see bird groups that we never
see in Australia such as
ducks®d i ncl udeaating Metganeers.fTo sel
familiar waders in full breeding colour was a bonus.

Redwing

On arrival | briefly stopped at the Sandgerdi Marine
Centre, and immediately saw European Golden
Plover in full breeding plumage. Later that day
(about 9 pm) | was down on the Reykjavik shore and
saw the familiar Ruddy Turnstone, correctly
identified Purple Sandpiper, but was mystified by a
small wader with distinctly orange and black
streaked head and breast with a sharp cut -off line
on the breast i the first time | had seen Sanderling
in breeding colour. There were Common Redshank,
Common Ringed Plover; on the water there were Red
-breasted Merganser and the ubiquitous Eider Duck.
The next morning | walked from the University of
Iceland grounds to the city area where there is the
small Lake Tjornin, and was surprised to see
Common Snipe everywhere (including the University
car park) and drumming; Greylag Geese were
breeding on the University reserve and Whooper

Whooper Swan
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Members Corner

Cold climate birdirigtwo weeks in Iceland

Swan were on the lake, along with numerous Arctic further offshore a pair of Long -tailed Duck; in a
Terns; Golden Plover were feeding on huge worms in small adjacent lake were Great Scaup, European
the garden beds and Dunlin were on the paths. Wigeon, Tufted Duck and Red -throated Diver. |

di dnodt aspire to spotting t
uncommon Goosander, so on one of my last days,

when driving alongside a river it was a real thrill to

see a pair of Goosander and another flock Harlequin

Duck, and later the same day another pair of

Goosander up -country from the town of Borganes. In

all a truly rewarding experience.

Part of my wvisit was spent

Fjordd) at the northeastern
Peninsula, and here it was evident that breeding
Golden Plover, Common Snipe and Whimbrel and
Raven wer e everywhere.

grasslands were Arctic Skua. In the many small
lakes in the surrounding area were breeding Red
throated Diver and in one lake a pair of Great Dr Ni el L. Bruce

o

Northern Diver. In the fjord there were about 200 Museum of Tropical Queens!l and
Whooper Swan, and | was lucky enough to see one .

windy afternoon a mass of about 700 or more Brent Townsville

Goose. Also in the region are the spectacular White - www. mtg. gm. gl d. gov. au

Snaefellsjokull view

tailed Eagles. Nearby Alftafjord is a small birch forest
(the trees dondét much excee
| was really pleased to see close by one male Rock
Ptarmigan, a species with fully feathered feet, and
then a bit further down the road a pair dust bathing

in the road. Curiously some of the common species
were hard to locate i it took me 10 days before | had
a clear sighting of Mealy Redpoll, and | never saw

Snow Bunting.

Highlights were many, including Auks (Guillemots,
Razorbill and Puffin), White  -tailed Eagles and Divers,
but it was the ducks that were most pleasing.
Driving along the southern side of Snaefellsnes, we
turned down a short track that came to a beach with

a couple of small rocky reefs running out into the
sea, and right in front of us was a flock of Harlequin Common Eider
Duck, a remarkably beautiful species, and a bit

Issue: Greabilled Heron |11



Members Corner \

Pilliga Scrub IBA under threat

Stretching across 3,000 square kilometres of
country west of the Great Divide in New South
Wales, the Pilliga Forest is the largest remnant semi
-arid woodland in the state. Despite a history of
disturbance, the rich and diverse ecosystems of the
Pilliga support an astonishing diversity of plants

and animals, including more than 200 species of
birds. Birds Australia has designated the Pilliga an
Important Bird Area for supporting populations of
threatened and near -threatened bird species.

However, Cheryl Gol e, Bi
Manager, reports that the Pilliga is now threatened
by the proposed devel opment
largest onshore natural gas reserves. The proposal

would involve clearance of over 2,400 hectares of

native vegetation in the Pilliga forest, a significant

loss in a region that has already been so heavily

cleared for agriculture in the past. Worse still, this

clearing would include piecemeal fragmentation of

the forest around pipelines and other infrastructure.

rds

Birds Australia and BOCA are jointly calling on the
NSW State Government to permanently protect the
conservation values of this critically important
remnant temperate woodland.

Sulphur -crested and
Red -tailed Black Cockatoos
in Cairns

A few weeks after cyclone Yasi a large flock (ca. 75) of
Red-tailed Black Cockatoos were spotted flying
northwards across the southern suburbs of Cairns.
Flocks have been reported at the northern beach
suburbs working over the beach almonds in patrticular.
| suspect a few waves came in from the south over the
weeks after the cyclone.

Now every afternoon not long before the afternoon fly

past of the flocks Sulphur  -crested Cockatoos heading
north back to their rather plucked bare roosting trees

near Raintrees shopping centre, the Red -tailed Black
Cockatoos are seen heading south out of town in a

flock of sometimes 40 or more. This reminds me of a
situation in Rockhampton where the crows seemed to
leave town to roost in favorite
trees on the flood plain of an
evening and would return to
town by mid -morning.

Given the available food
sources it will be interesting
to see if these Red -tailed
Black Cockatoos stay
permanently around Cairns.

Greg Bortolussi

Issue:

Dial M for Merger: an update

Over the last month much progress has been made
in making the merger a reality.

In August, the BirdLife Australia Board decided that
BirdLi feds National Office
Building, at 60 Leicester Street in Carlton, the

current National Office of Birds Australia. This

decision has been communicated to members

through our member magazines and through a letter

to all BOCA members. The BOCA building in

Nunawading will be retained by BirdLife, but will be
Aegsed to cemmergigl fenantg. A pr oj ec't
The BirdLife Board has also approved a visual
adentit9 forehe fefv ordaHisation. Fhis bedyifisthe
maj or project to devel
publications, website and materials ready for a
launch in early 2012.

op Bi

BirdLife will commence operation in January. Over
the coming months we will be moving staff to
combine them together in one National Office and
aligning our processes and systems. This is a busy
time for both Birds Australia and BOCA, but our
staff and volunteers will, as far as possible, continue
to deliver normal services to members, volunteers
and supporters over this time.

ringfisher parts

Situated 11 hours north of
Queensl and we offer a vari-ety
SekPbnt ai nednghiet ®r two bedr og
camping and powered car a\
property is a rainforest
birdwatchers and natur a
We are central to a variet
provide bird species I|lists,
Mor ni ng wal ks and evening spo
Special group packages

and a |l ocal bird guide ca

The

Keith & Lindsay Fi sh
Mt . Kooyong Road, J
(07) 4094 1263 or
Emai | sootyowl @bi gpo
Web Page: www. birdwatch

RNG6 ,
Ph:

F aj x

wi |

rdlL

er
| at t
Do
hd. c
ers.
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Members Corner \

From Birding -Aus. A photographer caught
this special moment, what a privilege to see.
It's a stunning shot of a pigeon with a squab
under each wing. Enjoy the pic.

For those people who missed this pic on
Birdline, or who don't look at the website,
here is a shot by Kevin Bartram in Victoria of
a White -necked Heron. Someone said it was
preparing for the "Royal Spoonbill Wedding"

A couple of | aughs:

from Ruth Woodr ow;

I work at Serendip Sanctuary, a bird and wildlife

sanctuary near Geelong. The | s

a classroom in our park and e

full week with us, where they

environment, our birds and ani

jobs to help I ook after the p i ver

sessions on all sorts of rele

birdwatching and how to identi

Today the school teacher was l'ist of

birds the students had seen anjitg in the park

She called out to the kids, " tTHQ[teloesblsuoem§|rrH'

saw today, what's it called?" ®fVenrRdines (Cbeﬁdenl

3) immediately called out "Oh Wwo whd tae | Su@ Kr ba r ¢

Hairy Friend!". This was not sli thavenAhnh dstopmeaedml

l aughing about it since. t el | your frien:

The kids are really learning, ¢ vhne ¢ Btier day .| n B a
Progralkhere the r

from Karen Doyl e; b|rder can find

Has anyone seen a 6Giant Rainb fgyomﬁgdh n and

has. Otherwise known as a Peac ent i on (
our mor e COoOmmon
wWww. birdsinback?

Issue:
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Notice Board

2012 Congress & Campout Calendar of Events

The Congress and Campout date back to the early September

20th century, forming some of Birds Australia®s
earliest activities and the tradition is set to continue T 30Sept -10ct~ Au_Stra“an Ornithological
after we become BirdLife Australia. The 2012 Conference, JCU, Caims

Congress will be held on 15 816 September (all day October

Saturday and Sunday morning) at Bishop Druitt
College, Coffs Harbour, NSW. There will be a call for
papers later, but if you are keen to participate in the
Congress, you can contact Andrew Ley or Peter Il
Higgins who will supply you with the necessary

I 1-3~ Mt Surprise/Georgetown trip . Contact
Dominic Chaplin 0419 028 077

17 - 21 ~ Yourka Station Survey Bush Heritage.
Contact Graham Harrington riflebird@activ8.net.au or

information. The Campout will be held on 16 019 4096 5051

September (Sunday afternoon to Wednesday); 9 22-23~Black -throated Finch waterhole count.

further details coming soon. See p5 for details and to register as a counter.
November

I 26 -27 ~ Mission Beach PIP Count, Committee

Cal I I n g a.l I Stu d e nts meeting & Christmas dinner . Venue will be advised

via the website.

2012 Student Research Awards Now Open December

As part of Birds Australiads ¢ o-0HNMullg/Miconnbli®inef ost er i ng

ornithological research and conservation, we Contact Dominic Chaplin

manage both the annual Stuart Leslie Bird Research

Award and the Professor Allen Keast Research The BANQ website is r

Award. These postgraduate prizes are conferred on
the most promising students working on ornithology T P lease C. heck t. he w e. t
at Australian universities. The Stuart Leslie Award information, bird I
also has a component dedicated to meeting the costs www.birdsaustrali anqg.org

of attending ornithological and ecological
conferences, enabling students to present their
research both in Australia and overseas.
Applications are open to Honours, Masters and PhD
students alike and close on 31 March of each year.
For more information, head to the Birds Australia
website.

Remember to check the
Townsville Regional Bird Observers
activities ~ www.trboc.org.au

Thank you
from the editaor

I'tds always exciting to
contribution to Contact Call
and such a privilege to be able to
share your birding stories with our readers.
Storieswelcome.. bang@birdsaustrali
| wish you successful birding.
December newsletter deadline
~ 22 November 2011
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