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Varied Lorikeet

The Varied Lorikeet is 19cm long. It is mainly green

with short yellow longitudinal streaks. The forehead,

and crown are red. The beak is red, the bare eye -
rings are white, the lores are bare, and the irises are
orange -yellow. The upper breast is mauve with
longitudinal yellow streaks. The legs are bluish -grey.
In the female the red on the head is less extensive,

and the breast has duller colours. Juveniles are much
duller and mainly green with an orange forehead, pale
-brown iris, and a brown beak that is orange at the

base. They mate from April 7 Augustand lay 2 i 4 white
eggs in a tree hollow lined with eucalyptus leaves.
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This lorikeet is resident in tropical lowland eucalypt and
melaleuca forests, wetland and grassland areas in
northern Queensland, Northern Territory and Western
Australia. These birds are nomadic, following the
flowering regime of eucalyptus and melaleucas within its
range. Their movements are erratic and unpredictable.
Varied Lorikeets are active and acrobatic and are very
striking as they climb about a tree covered in blossom.
They congregate in large numbers and their piercing call
is deafening as the flock moves from tree to tree. Within
BirdLife Northern Queensland, they are regularly
observed in Cloncurry and Mount Isa.
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From the desk of the Convenor

éBirds Australia and BOCA are dead T long live BirdLife R regular outings and presentations, likely to
Australia!o rotate to different centres in our region
We are reminded of the transition of our own Head of R educational activities such as the always
State, as last month we heralded the final meeting of popul ar fAWave thebyadearsd Goo
Birds Australia North Queensland, and the formation of iBirding for Beginnerso;
BirdLife Northern Queensland. And we have a new,
strong and energetic committee, already brimming with B research support for threatened species such
ideas and know -how to energise all our members. as Golden -shouldered Parrots, Southemn
Cassowary, Carpentarian Grasswren and Sarus
We have had our first committee meeting, and Cranes:
everyone has put up their hand to get stuck into the
work of organising our new branch. Expect to see a full B regular bird surveys as a contribution to
program over the coming 12 months, including: conservation at Yourke Reserve (Bush
Heritage) and Mungkan Kandju National Park.
3 monitoring of our Important Bird Areas, such as
Silver Plains, Atherton Tablelands and Southern If you have suggestions of what you would like to see
Gulf for Sarus Cranes, Mt. Isa to Lawn Hill and your group undertake, or even better if you can offer
Wollogorang spinifex grasslands for Carpentarian to organise an activity, please contact any of the new
Grasswrens, and several IBAs in the Wet Tropics committee members below, or via
for Golden and Tooth  -billed Bowerbirds: northerngld @birdlife.org.au . We would love to hear
from you!
1S distributional surveys of enigmatic endemic
species such as Buff -breasted Button -quail and Great birding to you all,
Fawn - breasted Bowerbird,; Kath Shurcliff
Committee
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YIENBY 52eéeftS (Secretary), lan Northcott (Treasurer), Mikey Kudo ( Website Administrator) and Virginia
aSYoSNJ Simmonds (Crane Count Coordinator). Graham Harrington (Important Bird Areas Coordinator)
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Whimbrels

Wave the Waders Goodbye
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Eastern Reef Egret

Varied Lorikeet | 3



Contact Call

Cattana Wetlands
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Gulf Crane Surveys

Introduction

Surveys of Sarus Cranes Grus antigone on breeding areas
in the south -east Gulf of Carpentaria were undertaken
over four days in mid March 2012, with the aims of
estimating density of breeding birds and documenting
habitat use during the breeding season. As this
population of Sarus Cranes is poorly known and has only
been examined in any detail on the breeding grounds on
one occasion (Archibald and Swengel 1985), further
studies are required. The density of nesting pairs
recorded in the 1985 study at Delta Downs (Morr Morr)
Station was very high, with approximately 1.1 pairs per
square kilometre, rivalling the highest known densities of
breeding cranes anywhere on earth, such as those
recorded by Sundar and Choudhury (2008) for Sarus
Cranes in Uttar Pradesh, India. The breeding areas in
Australia are shared by Brolgas G. rubicundus, also
recorded in high density by Archibald and Swengel
(1985), so that total crane breeding density in the
southeastern Gulf is likely to be the highest known,
making this a globally important site. More recently the
area has been recognised as such by its listing as an IBA
by Birdlife International.

Archibald and Swengel (1985) also documented
differences in breeding site selection between Brolgas and
Sarus at Delta Downs, suggesting that competition
between the two species may be lessened by the
apparent habitat partitioning. They also suggested,
however, that if Sarus numbers were increasing, as was
thought at the time, increased competition for breeding
habitat could occur and Sarus, which appeared to them
the behaviourally dominant species, could displace
Brolgas and come to predominate further (in 1985, Sarus
outnumbered Brolgas by a ratio of 3 to 2 at Delta
Downs). Some further aims of this survey were then to
document comparative habitat use by the two species in
some unstudied sites, record interspecies interactions,
and to examine the current proportions of the two
species.

Methods

Early morning point counts in different habitats were used
to estimate relative densities of cranes, with unison
calling pairs of both species recorded as to distance and

direction from the observeraos

were conducted on the Normanton to Burketown road
(the 6Gulf Trackd6), and to
closures) on the Burke Developmental Road, with habitat
scanned for cranes along slowly driven sections of road
between fixed observation points, where larger areas
could be scanned from an elevated position (the roof of
the vehicle). Cranes continued to unison call periodically
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Photo courtesy Ivor Preston

for much of the morning and occasionally thereafter, so
morning counts from the fixed survey points (spaced 0.5
to 2km apart) included records of calling birds not visible
in more densely vegetated areas. In these cases distance
estimations were again used to approximately plot calling
birds; experience over this period and on previous
surveys gave an effective detection distance for unison
calling birds of up to 2km; calling birds that were visible
at various estimated or measured distances gave support
to this as a maximum detection distance in calm
conditions (which prevailed during these surveys).

Cranes encountered were identified, aged (see Grant,
2005) and grouped according to apparent breeding

categories:

R Potential breeding pairs 1 two adults observed
together, without immature birds; or unison calling
birds heard.

R Possibly non -breeding pairs i an adult pair with a

first -year immature bird accompanying; adults that
bred last year are less likely to breed again in
2012.

R Non-breeding immatures 1 first or second year
immatures in groups of varying size.

p oF®rieach @bservatidheblirds wereeplotted faom ghe fixeds

positions or from opportunistic sightings while driving,

| e susiegrGP® co t-cedinates pfdhservertpositiono a avith

compass direction and estimated distance of birds.

Each sighting or aural record was accompanied by

habitat observations, broad while in the field (eg.

floodplain, Eucalyptus woodland, etc.) and refined later
by reference to regional ecosystem maps available from
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Gulf Crane Surveys (continued)

DERM. Habitat condition was also recorded, in particular
extent of flooding.

Results and Discussion

Using an effective detection distance of 2km, the area
surveyed on the Gulf Track transect was estimated at 20
sq km, and yielded totals of 20 potential breeding pairs
for Sarus and 7 for Brolgas. The density of presumed
breeding pairs was thus 1 pair of Sarus per sq km and a
total of 1.35 crane pairs, combining both species. Five
pairs with accompanying immature young also were
recorded in the survey area, and some of these, in some
years, undoubtedly breed also, based on observations of
pairs reaching the Atherton Tablelands with immatures
belonging to successive age classes (J.Grant, unpublished
observations), so the density of breeding pairs may be
higher. The next scheduled survey trip (April) may shed
some further light on this. Additional pairs were
undoubtedly missed during surveys also, as most records
came from the more open habitats, but many of the
calling birds were in woodland; pairs in more densely
wooded areas of the transect (approximately 30% of this
survey area) were presumably often undetected if their
calls did not coincide with observer census times.

Total density of cranes recorded in this survey transect
was approximately 4 per sq km, in a ratio of 3.4 Sarus to
1 Brolga. It was clear that pairs of each species occurred

Photo courtesy Glenn & Allison & Ferryman Cruises, Karumba

|
in the same habitat types, with most of the observed
pairs in Regional Ecosystem (RE) 2.3.4 ( Blue grass
Dichantium spp. And Brown top Eulalia aurea grassland on
plains of cracking clays) and RE 2.3.10 ( Coolibah
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Eucalyptus microtheca  and box E.chlorophylla low open
woodland and Broad -leaved tea tree  Melaleuca viridiflora

woodland and savannah on plains ). These presumed
breeding territories (again more observations in April will
make this clearer) appear to show a high degree of
overlap in habitat use, contrary to some earlier
suggestions, perhaps simply reflecting different behaviour
in different locations, but may also indicate more
competition than previously thought for breeding habitat.
No observations were made of direct interactions between

the species, though one observati

calling birds, one pair of each species, suggested
neighbouring territories may be defended interspecifically.

Early morning surveys on the accessible part of the Burke
Developmental road, in densely wooded habitats (mainly
RE 2.3.10) gave estimated densities of Sarus at 0.8 pairs
per sg.km, slightly below that of the Gulf Track survey
area, and no Brolgas. Possibly the open plains are a more
favourable habitat for both Sarus and Brolga.

Further fieldwork will help clarify some of the
observations made in the March surveys. Reliable
estimates of density will help in identifying some of the
habitat types surveyed as Critical Habitat for one or both
of the crane species; at present none of the habitats in
the survey areas, mapped in the RE maps from DERM,
are indicated as critical habitat for any species in the
accompanying documents. Further evidence of habitat
use by nesting birds of both species will be of use in

deducing their inter  -relationships and helping to work out

the dynamics of the long  -term interaction between the
species.
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Grasswren Survey, June 2011
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Eastern Koel and reactions with some other birds

Each morning on most days, | put out a couple of bananas on | was watching the activity one morning with the two

a small feeding table outside my kitchen window, mostly for lorikeets on a branch above the feeder when the young koel
honeyeaters (Macleays, Yellow  -spotted, Graceful, Lewin's and came in to feed. The reaction of the Lorikeets was amazing.
Yellow). Great Bowerbirds and Olive -backed Orioles also take They flew at him in an incredibly aggressive manner, feathers
advantage 0 a male bowerbird has a bower just 20 metres raised on their heads and back of their necks, accompanied
away. Through April of 2011, an immature male Eastern Koel by aggressive screaming, all the while flying right at him as if
in partial adult plumage arrived and stayed for about 4 weeks trying to belt him with their wings i activity | have never
before suddenly disappearing, no doubt to koel wintering seen a lorikeet perform previously. The koel, at least three
grounds far to the north -west. times as big as his pursuers, immediately took off up into the

tree, hotly pursued by the two lorikeets still screaming. He
quickly left for a nearby tree. There was no doubt that he had
more than met his match. (I wondered then what would have
eventuated had they encountered the very aggressive male
from last year).

| was first aware of him when he suddenly appeared on the
feeder one morning. My initial reaction was a sense of sorrow
for him as | was sure the other birds would give him a hard
time. Through the previous breeding season we had often
seen a fully -plumaged adult male Eastern Koel being

relentlessly chased by Noisy Friarbirds and others, no doubt After the lorikeets had seen him off, they returned to the
creating a distraction while his female was depositing an egg branch above the feeder. The difference between their
in some luckless friarbird or oriole nest. So, | was fairly sure aggression towards the koel and their normal aggression
that this young bird would be hard -pressed

to get a meal here.

How wrong | was! He absolutely took over
the feeder. It was his! He perched right
above it and mercilessly chased every bird
that came near. Even birds as small as
Graceful Honeyeaters were viciously
chased away. Great Bowerbirds especially
felt the brunt of his wrath. He would chase
them right up through the trees until they
left for cover further up the hill and then
return to his perch over the feeder. In the
end | was pleased to see him go!

This year (April 2012) another koel in
similar part male plumage suddenly
appeared at the feeder, much to my
dismay. But it was somewhat of a relief
when he did not display as much
aggression as the bird from the previous
year. However, there was no doubt that his

very presence was domineering T he would come to the displayed towards the other birds was nothing short of

feeder and simply use his bulk to commandeer it. All other remarkable. Why they would be so aggressive to a cuckoo

birds would immediately retreat but were never driven away which should have nothing to do with their lives is puzzling. It

as viciously as they were last year. After he had his fill, he would be quite understandable when a species is a host of

would retreat to the denser foliage of the overhanging tree, the cuckoo but being a Psitticine

Z:nyézzr;for much of the day and ignore the goings on at Another thing which was surprising was the tameness of both
males of a species which gives the impression of a shy and

But after this koel had been here for about two weeks, there skulking bird through the time when they are present in

was a further interesting development. A pair of Rainbow Australia. When | would reach out of the window to put food

Lorikeets arrived at the feeder. | usually discourage lorikeets on the table, all other birds would retreat. However, both

as they will take over a feeder and before long there will be Koels would often sit undeterred within two metres while |

nothing but dozens of lorikeets coming to it. On this occasion, did so 1 reminiscence of a pet animal waiting for and knowing

the lorikeets did their usual trick and chased other species off there was food to come d in fact so much so that | did

but not in an overly aggressive manner. When a Great wonder if they had been hand reared by people. But after

Bowerbird landed on a branch near them, they would walk further observations over the time they were here with

along the branch towards the bowerbird until it flew off. And people coming and going, it was fairly obvious they had not.

when they flew down to the feeder, the first thing they would

do was walk around it chasing all the smaller honeyeaters off. Words and Photo courtesy Lloyd Nielsen, Mt Molloy
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Contact Call

Birding the southern Atherton Tablelands

Common Mynas are native to the Indian subcontinent and
south -east Asia, however they have been introduced to many
other regions of the world either deliberately or by the

escape of caged birds. They are now well established in
Africa, Madagascar, Australia, New Zealand, the Arabian
Peninsula and throughout the islands of the Indian and Pacific
Ocean. Populations are now also found in parts of Europe,
China, Japan, the United States of America and even Russia.

Their initial introduction to Australia was by deliberate release
in Victoria in the 1860s and 70s, with releases in NSW also
around this time. Birds from Melbourne were bought to

North Queensland in 1883 and released at Townsville,
Ingham and Innisfail to control locusts and cane beetles.
They spread to Cairns, and by 1918 mynas taken from Cairns
were used to start populations in Toowoomba. By 1931
Common Mynas had established in Atherton.

Common Mynas are extremely invasive birds that quickly
dominate an area. The International Union for the
Conservation of Nature lists the Common Myna as one of only
three birds in its 100 most invasive species worldwide. They
are extremely territorial and aggressive, and will often attack
other species or their nests, even without an apparent

motive. In time they become the most abundant bird in the
area, further increasing their ability to exclude other species
through mobbing.

Common Mynas often nest and roost around buildings, where
they cause a nuisance with loud garrulous calling at
communal night roosts, the fouling of areas with excrement
or nesting material blocking downpipes or creating fire
hazards. However, they are a hollow -nesting species, and it
is through their competition for natural nesting hollows that
they have one of their largest effects on native species.

Many of our native parrots, such as the Eastern and Crimson
Rosella, are those losing vital nesting sites to the aggressive
myna. Even mammals using tree hollows, such as the sugar
glider, are vulnerable.

Once a native bird has established its nest, it is still not safe

from attack. Common Mynas usurp or destroy active nests of

other species, destroying their eggs and killing their chicks,

or sometimes building their nest directly over the eggs or

chicks of the
original species.
Active nests of
parrots can be lost
in this way, as can
the nests of
kingfishers, which
utilise hollows that
they excavate into
termite nests.
Even Austr al
largest kingfisher,
the Laughing
Kookaburra, can
have its young

INDIAN MYNA BIRD
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killed and nest taken by
Common Mynas.

Often mynas will remove
another species chicks from
a nesting hollow, but will not
use the hollow themselves.
The interference in the
breeding of native birds may
be an intentional strategy to
reduce competition from other species and allow domination
of the area. The harassment of adult native birds such that
they are unable to feed their chicks can similarly cause their
breeding to fail and allow the Common Myna to prevail.

But the affect on the breeding success of native species goes
beyond competition for nesting hollows, for Common Mynas
are also known to be nest predators, feeding on the eggs or
chicks of native species. This has been well documented in
overseas studies. For example, Common Mynas were found
to be the main predator of Sooty Tern nests on Ascension
Island (accounting for 25% of failed clutches), are the major
egg predators of Wedge -tailed Shearwaters in Hawaii and
were found to be undermining the recovery efforts for the
endangered Tahitian Flycatcher by predating on their nests.
There is anecdotal evidence of mynas attacking the nests of
native doves, sunbirds and other species around Cairns.

Common Mynas are a bird that lives commensurably with
humans, and as such is concentrated in urban or rural
habitats. For most of us, this is also the area were we have
our most intimate interactions with native birds and wildlife.
It is the place where we wonder at the sunbird building its
intricate nest on the porch, enjoy the Willie Wagtail fussing
around the back lawn or the parrots performing acrobatics in
the trees at the park. As the Common Myna increases in
number and extends its range, we will see less of our much
loved native birds. We will never completely eradicate the
Common Myna, but if we can reduce their numbers, it will at
least give our native birds a chance to persist in our human
environments and continue to enrich our daily lives.

It was the desire to reverse the increasing dominance of
Common Mynas that led to the launch of the Cairns Rotary
Remove Indian Myna campaign in November 2011. The
program has received tremendous support from the general
public. Traps are produced by the Cairns Menshed and sold
at cost (currently $75). By mid -May, 572 traps had been
sold, with 150 orders outstanding. Well in excess of 10,000
mynas have been trapped and humanely euthanased. A
similar program has been running in Canberra since 2006,
and by the end of 2010 had resulted in Common Mynas
retreating from being the third most abundant bird in
Canberra gardens to the fourteenth. Hopefully we can
adkieve similar outcomes in
would chirp their agreement. Further information on the
program can be found by phoning Peter Goulding on
40544311, by email at info@cnsrim.org.au or on the website
http://www.cnsrim.org.au.



Contact Call

Moto Guzzi "Rooster" Motocicletta & Two Nuns

I wSR Wdzy Bt 6t 64 6yHD K6 tkByg 2L (0 | f IAdziy2 A&ENI Rl 6Y2G2NBlF&0o a4 | &¢
y2G Ly A0S ONBIY odzi + bHNR2BESMY iz NINRGI2 G1oRNESING | KiIyWNR OF 6 NI
Y23020MGE §g1tY202N) 02Ot B I yRgIKBYREYAz &SI 1t GKS GNI YO 6KS)
Affodza (0 NO2 (1 2 PO AEBS $gala S NG 2y WAAlR Lldat f SR G KSY 2 SN

fzéjévsir BAYyIdDO Af/(])\ f{\iﬁNJj—fvaMé:bp\{ﬁéngo chfk& aqgigzu%%ﬁ al AR GKS LIREAO
men 00z KHKF{V¥2¥2MR8B0820 SN, T) B2 ¢BR Q5 g&K? CAB(S Fhaf:
{20t LINARSaGa 3ISky3d I o2dz uKS YENNBG tlhySa 2F Lilte 6AGK
3Sky3a GKSANI OFaaz2014a 2N OA yod&r@ﬁa eB10a AR O SNE  NBSI J Sy A KPx
(Kdza SYRAY3 dzl) dzy OSNBY2y A 2 dz2e Ay R I aRHAYSKRe ¢ KI G 61 & G

¢KS DIft8g2 61 & odAatd o& | MENFERADENEL NPrE AH Ry UK S g OSNT
f SISYR gKSy Al OFYS 2 RS A d a2 NG RE Np 1 KSa & Ol izt ¢ 2 Rd-IS\P R
(KS O2y@SYyASYOS FyR LINBGSOe %k &2 B KD AYHBANE Q223 HBSW kR g &
K|')/Rf7\)/5| |)/|v? LJSNJ:FQNJ{P)/OS 2Tf|‘22\f%\[,y%|N\fpé@fA%q?g éK|'gSN\S|§Z K S
2 KAOK NBYAYRA YS toz2ddi (kS Ky Rt #SNBe ( 2RI S RGRYG g R UK
NARAYI GKSANI LI NRAK Y2{i2NDAYINERENPG &M §8ga ¢ KSF Y §ISNE 64 5
ailfly2 Ay GKS y2NIK 2y LK ENPR FKSH 2 YPRNPRdz2 Y2 RA aifl
lft SISRte UKSe 6SNB 2y | arBikist NMkYZGANANES 1 52 a0 6§63 ¥is & ¢
lye ol es Fyeoles Iyesleodd (K§s s SNE LINBOSRAYI Ft2y3d (KS

2AGK GKFEyla FNBY / KNRAA {K

KJLIYKKk(G2LIBANRAI YRS 38 NBE Y 3
SPSNEUY 3K

$ERYH $ EHDXWLIXOO\ PDLQWDLQHG V ORWR *X]]L *DOOHWWR SDUNHG
LQ RXU OLWWOH YLOODJH RI 6HVWR &DOHQGH 7KH HQFORVHG HQJLQH JHI
DQG ZKHHOV SUHYHQWHG FORWKLQJ JHWWLQJ FDXJKW XS LQ WKH PHFKDQL
ELWV DQG WKH ZHDWKHUVKLHOG JDYH WKH ULGHUV SURWHFWLRQ IURP WK
ZLQG DQG UDLQ RI DQ ,WDOLDQ ZLQWHU
5LJKW 7KH URRVWHU JDOOHWWR HPEOHP LQGLFDWHV WKDW WKLV LV D 0
*X]]L *DOOHWWR PRWRUF\FOH 1RWH WKH VSDUH ZKHHO WXFNHG EHWZHHQ
IURQW ZKHHO DQG WKH OHJ VKLHOG
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