
 

 

Contact Call  
Volume 1 Number 2    June 2012  

Varied Lorikeet  
The Varied Lorikeet is 19cm long. It is mainly green 

with short yellow longitudinal streaks. The forehead, 

and crown are red. The beak is red, the bare eye -

rings are white, the lores are bare, and the irises are 

orange -yellow. The upper breast is mauve with 

longitudinal yellow streaks. The legs are bluish -grey. 

In the female the red on the head is less extensive, 

and the breast has duller colours. Juveniles are much 

duller and mainly green with an orange forehead, pale

-brown iris, and a brown beak that is orange at the 

base. They mate from April ïAugust and lay 2 ï4 white 

eggs in a tree hollow lined with eucalyptus leaves.  

This lorikeet is resident in tropical lowland eucalypt and 

melaleuca  forests, wetland and grassland areas in 

northern Queensland, Northern Territory and Western 

Australia. These birds are nomadic, following the 

flowering regime of eucalyptus and melaleucas within its 

range. Their movements are erratic and unpredictable. 

Varied Lorikeets are active and acrobatic and are very 

striking as they climb about a tree covered in blossom.  

They congregate in large numbers and their piercing call 

is deafening as the flock moves from tree to tree. Within 

BirdLife Northern Queensland, they are regularly 

observed in Cloncurry and Mount Isa.  

Photo courtesy of Wikipedia  

Newsletter of BirdLife Northern Queensland  



 

 BirdLife Northern Queensland  

 Varied Lorikeet   |   2 

Committee  

/ƻƴǾŜƴƻǊ - 

YŀǘƘ {ƘǳǊŎƭƛũ  

5ŜǇǳǘȅ /ƻƴǾŜƴƻǊ - 

!ƭŀƴ DƛƭƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ 

{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ - 

aǳǊǊŀȅ Iǳƴǘ 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ - 

Lŀƴ bƻǊǘƘŎƻǧ 

L.! /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ - 

DǊŀƘŀƳ IŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ 

.ƛǊŘƭƛǎǘǎ ϧ .ǊƻŎƘǳǊŜǎ - 

5ƻƳƛƴƛŎ /ƘŀǇƭƛƴ 

/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ - 

aŀǊǝƴ ²ƛƭƭƛǎ 

²ŜōǎƛǘŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ  - 

aƛƪŜȅ YǳŘƻ 

!ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ - 

5ƻǳƎ IŜǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ 

/ǊŀƴŜ /ƻǳƴǘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ - 

±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ {ƛƳƳƻƴŘǎ 

bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ - 

YŀǊŜƴ 5ƻȅƭŜ  

aŜƳōŜǊ 

aŀǊǝƴ /ŀŎƘŀǊŘ 

From left Kath Shurcliff (Convenor), Doug Herrington (Activities Co -ordinator), Murray Hunt 

(Secretary), Ian Northcott (Treasurer), Mikey Kudo ( Website Administrator) and Virginia 

Simmonds (Crane Count Coordinator). Graham Harrington (Important Bird Areas Coordinator) 

took the photo.  

ß regular outings and presentations, likely to 

rotate to different centres in our region  

ß educational activities such as the always 

popular ñWave the Waders Good-byeò and 

ñBirding for Beginnersò; 

ß research support for threatened species such 

as Golden -shouldered Parrots,  Southern 

Cassowary, Carpentarian Grasswren and Sarus 

Cranes;  

ß regular bird surveys as a contribution to 

conservation at Yourke Reserve (Bush 

Heritage) and Mungkan Kandju National Park.  

If you have suggestions of what you would like to see 

your group undertake, or even better if you can offer 

to organise an activity, please contact any of the new 

committee members below, or via 

northernqld@birdlife.org.au  .  We would love to hear 

from you!  
 

Great birding to you all,  

Kath Shurcliff  

άBirds Australia and BOCA are dead ï long live BirdLife 

Australia!ò 

We are reminded of the transition of our own Head of 

State, as last month we heralded the final meeting of 

Birds Australia North Queensland, and the formation of 

BirdLife Northern Queensland.  And we have a new, 

strong and energetic committee, already brimming with 

ideas and know -how to energise all our members.  

We have had our first committee meeting, and 

everyone has put up their hand to get stuck into the 

work of organising our new branch.  Expect to see a full 

program over the coming 12 months, including:  

ß monitoring of our Important Bird Areas, such as 

Silver Plains, Atherton Tablelands and Southern 

Gulf for Sarus Cranes, Mt. Isa to Lawn Hill and 

Wollogorang spinifex grasslands for Carpentarian 

Grasswrens,  and several IBAs in the Wet Tropics 

for Golden and Tooth -billed Bowerbirds;  

ß distributional surveys of enigmatic endemic 

species such as Buff -breasted Button -quail and 

Fawn -breasted Bowerbird;  

From the desk of the Convenor  

mailto:northernqld@birdlife.org.au


 

 

 

Contact Call  

 Varied Lorikeet   |   3 

Wave the Waders Goodbye  

.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƴƻǊǘƘ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ ōƛǊŘŜǊǎ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ /ŀƛǊƴǎ 9ǎǇƭŀƴŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀŘŜǊǎ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘΦ 

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀŘŜǊ L5 ŦƻǊ 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭŀŘȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ bƻǊǘƘ 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ ¢ƘŜ {ƘƻǊŜōƛǊŘ нлнл ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƴƻǘ 

ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬŜƭŘΦ Lƴ /ŀƛǊƴǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ 

ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ǊƻƻƳΣ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƻƴŜ ƭŀƴŜ ƻŦ 

ǘǊŀŶŎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘ 

ŀƭƳƻǎǘΦ 

aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ор ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ 

ǎǳƴƴȅ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ōƛǊŘǎΤ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŀǊ 

Ŧǳƭƭ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǇƭǳƳŀƎŜΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ wŜŘ-ƴŜŎƪŜŘ {ǝƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƭŜƊ ōǳǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻƭǎǘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǎƻƧƻǳǊƴŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ 

wŜŘ YƴƻǘǎΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴ-ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ 

ǇƭǳƳŀƎŜǎ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŀŘŜǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜǊǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǎƛŘŜ ōȅ ǎƛŘŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

ŜǾŜƴ ōŜǧŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŜǿ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǿŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǇƭŀƴŀŘŜ ƻŦ /ŀƛǊƴǎΦ 

Words by Alan Gillanders  

Photos courtesy Greg Bortolussi  

Whimbrels  

Eastern Reef Egret  
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Cattana Wetlands  

!ǘ тŀƳ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ нм aŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ .ƛǊŘ[ƛŦŜ bv ƎǊƻǳǇ ƘŀŘ ŀ 

ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ōƛǊŘǿŀƭƪ ŀǘ /ŀǧŀƴŀ ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘǎΣ {ƳƛǘƘŬŜƭŘΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

/ŀƛǊƴǎ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ .ŜŀŎƘŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇǊŜǧȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǘΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛǊŘ[ƛŦŜ bv /ƻƳƳƛǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎǳƴƴȅ ōǳǘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǘƻƻ ǿƛƴŘȅ ŦƻǊ 

Ƴȅ ƭƛƪƛƴƎΗ  

.ǳǘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ [ƻǾŜƭȅ CŀƛǊȅ-

ǿǊŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ ƎŜǘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 

ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇƻǘ ǇǊŜǧȅ ǿŜƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ 

ǘƻŘŀȅΗΗ !ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǿŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀƴ 

ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ .Ǌƻǿƴ IƻƴŜȅŜŀǘŜǊǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ 

ƴŜǎǝƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ .Ǌƻǿƴ-ōŀŎƪŜŘ IƻƴŜȅŜŀǘŜǊǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōǊŜŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǇǊƛƴƎ - ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎƭȅΣ ƴƻǘ Ƴŀƴȅ .Ǌƻǿƴ-ōŀŎƪŜŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ 

ƛƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ²ƘƛǘŜ-ōǊƻǿŜŘ /ǊŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǾŜǊȅ ŬǊǎǘ ǇƻƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ - 

ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ōƛǊŘ ŘƛŘƴϥǘ ǎƘƻǿ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΗΗ 

¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŘƛŘƴϥǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ Ƴŀƴȅ 

ǿŀǘŜǊōƛǊŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ DǊŜŜƴ 

tȅƎƳȅ-ƎŜŜǎŜΣ tŀŎƛŬŎ .ƭŀŎƪ 5ǳŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ [ƛǧƭŜ tƛŜŘ 

/ƻǊƳƻǊŀƴǘǎΣ ŀ ŦŜǿ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ DǊŜōŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻƴŜ wƻȅŀƭ 

{Ǉƻƻƴōƛƭƭ ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀŘΣ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 

CŀƛǊȅ aŀǊǝƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƳŀǧŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ǊŜŜ aŀǊǝƴǎ ƅŜǿ 

ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǊƛŀŘ {ǿƛƅŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ {ǿŀƭƭƻǿǎΦ 

!ǎ ǿŜ ǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƭŀƪŜǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƎƻƻŘ ². /ǊŀƪŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ - aŀǊǝƴ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘƛǎ 

Ϧ/ǊŀƪŜ /ƻǊƴŜǊϦΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ǌƻƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǘ 

ŀƴȅ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ŘŀȅΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ƻƴǘƻ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾƛŜǿǎ - ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ƻũ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ 

ŘŀȅΗΗ ²ŀƛǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŎǊŀƪŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇƻǘΣ ŀ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ 

wǳŦƻǳǎ ²ƘƛǎǘƭŜǊ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳǇΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ - ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ 

Ƴȅ ŬǊǎǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ŀƛǊƴǎ ƭƻǿƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇƻǘΗΗ Lǘ 

ǿŀǎƴϥǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ōƛǊŘΣ ŀǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ L ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ 

ǎƻ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ /ŀƛǊƴǎΦ 

CƛƴŎƘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ bǳǘƳŜƎ 

aŀƴƴƛƪƛƴǎ ƛƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ /ƘŜǎǘƴǳǘ-ōǊŜŀǎǘŜŘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ 

/ǊƛƳǎƻƴ CƛƴŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻ-ƻǇŜǊŀǝǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ с ƻǊ т ȅƻǳƴƎ ōƛǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƴŀƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǿŜǎǘ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ - ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ǎǇƻǘ ŦƻǊ 

/ǊƛƳǎƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ōƛƎ 

tŀƴŘŀƴǳǎ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƭƻǾŜǎΦ 

! ƭƻƴŜ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ .ƭŀŎƪ-ŦŀŎŜŘ /ǳŎƪƻƻ-ǎƘǊƛƪŜ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ 

ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ - ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ мл 

ōƛǊŘǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻƭŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ - ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ōƛǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀƛǊƴǎ ƭƻǿƭŀƴŘǎΦ 

wŀǇǘƻǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǝƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ŀ ǎǳō-ŀŘǳƭǘ 

²ƘƛǘŜ-ōŜƭƭƛŜŘ {Ŝŀ-9ŀƎƭŜΣ ŀ ƭƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ōƛƎ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ .Ǌƻǿƴ 

DƻǎƘŀǿƪ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻƴŜ .ƭŀŎƪ-ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊŜŘ YƛǘŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘǿŀƭƪ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘǿŀƭƪ ƳƛŘ-

ǿŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻƴŜ DǊŜȅ Cŀƴǘŀƛƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎƴϥǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄŎƛǝƴƎΣ 

ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ōƛǊŘ ǿŀǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ϥƪŜŀǎǝϥ όƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǎǝƴŎǝǾŜ ǳǇƭŀƴŘ ōƛǊŘύ ƻǊ ϥŀƭōƛǎŎŀǇŀϥ όŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŀǊŜ 

ǎǘǊŀƎƎƭŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŀǎƳŀƴƛŀύ - ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ 

ŀ ǊŀǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŀŎŜǎΗ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǧŜƳǇǝƴƎ ǘƻ 

ƴŀǊǊƻǿ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ 

ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴŎŜ - ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƘŀƳŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 

ǘƘƛǎ ōƛǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΗΗ 

!ǎ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘǿŀƭƪ ǿŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ 

ƳƛȄŜŘ ŦƻǊŀƎƛƴƎ ƅƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƴŬŘƛƴƎ 5ƻǳōƭŜ-ŜȅŜŘ CƛƎ-

ǇŀǊǊƻǘǎ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ όȅƻǳ ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǘύ ΦΦΦ ǳƳƳƳΦΦΦ ŬƎǎΗΗ !ƳƻƴƎ 

ŀƴŘ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛȄŜŘ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƅƻŎƪ ǿŜǊŜ [ƛǧƭŜ .ǊƻƴȊŜ-

/ǳŎƪƻƻǎ όǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǊŀŎŜ ϥōŀǊƴŀǊŘƛϥ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

DƻǳƭŘϥǎ ϥǊǳǎǎŀǘǳǎϥύΣ wǳŦƻǳǎ Cŀƴǘŀƛƭǎ όǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜύΣ 

[ŀǊƎŜ-ōƛƭƭŜŘ DŜǊȅƎƻƴŜΣ {ǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜŘ aƻƴŀǊŎƘΣ 5ǳǎƪȅ ŀƴŘ 

¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ-ǎǇƻǧŜŘ IƻƴŜȅŜŀǘŜǊǎΣ [ŜŀŘŜƴ CƭȅŎŀǘŎƘŜǊǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
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Bimblebox  

.ƛƳōƭŜōƻȄ ƛǎ ŀ bŀǘǳǊŜ wŜŦǳƎŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ /ƭƛǾŜ tŀƭƳŜǊϥǎ 

ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ /Ƙƛƴŀ CƛǊǎǘ Ŏƻŀƭ ƳƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŀƭƛƭŜŜ .ŀǎƛƴ ƴŜŀǊ 

!ƭǇƘŀΦ {ŜŜ .ƛǊŘƭƛŦŜ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΣ aŀǊŎƘ ŜŘƛǝƻƴΣ ǇŀƎŜ мнΦ 

L Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ .ƛƳōƭŜōƻȄ bŀǘǳǊŜ wŜŦǳƎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ L 

ƘŜƭǇŜŘ aŀǳǊŜŜƴ /ƻƻǇŜǊ Řƻ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΦ aŀǳǊŜŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ tŀŘŀƳƛƴƪŀ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƛƴ ²ŀƭƪŜǊǎǘƻƴΣ 

ƴŜŀǊ aŀŎƪŀȅ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǊŜƭŜƴǘƭŜǎǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

aŀŎƪŀȅ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭϥǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ 

ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ aŀǳǊŜŜƴ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 

ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ƘŜǊ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ǘƻ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ŬƴŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ 

ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ tŀŘŀƳƛƴƪŀ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻ 

ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ  

²Ŝ ŦƻǳƴŘ уф ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ōƛǊŘǎ ƻƴ .ƛƳōƭŜōƻȄΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛǝŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ .ƭŀŎƪ-ǘƘǊƻŀǘŜŘ CƛƴŎƘ 

ŜƭǳŘŜŘ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴŎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ IƻƻŘŜŘ wƻōƛƴΣ 

/ƻŎƪŀǝŜƭΣ .ƭŀŎƪ-ŎƘƛƴƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊƛǇŜŘ IƻƴŜȅŜŀǘŜǊΣ .ǊƻƭƎŀǎ ŀƴŘ 

Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǇǘƻǊǎΦ  

¢ƻ ǎŜŜ .ƛƳōƭŜōƻȄ ŀƴŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘǳƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ 

ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ Ŏǳǘ ƳƛƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ǳƴǘƘƛƴƪŀōƭŜΗ  

.ƛƳōƭŜōƻȄ ƛǎ ŀ ŬƴŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƛǎǝƴŜ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜΣ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎŀǧƭŜ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎΣ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ 

ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ .ƛƳōƭŜōƻȄ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ 

ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ŬƴŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘƭŀƴŘǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ Ƙƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǊŀǊŜ 

Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘ ƅƻǿŜǊǎΦ ¢ƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

Ŏƻŀƭ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘƻǊǊŜƴŘƻǳǎΦ 

hƴŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƴƛƎƘǘǎǇƻǩƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ YŀǊƭ ǘƘŜ мн ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ 

ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǇƻǘ ŀƴȅ ƻǿƭǎΣ YŀǊƭ 

ǎǇƻǧŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǊŀƭ Ŏŀǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ōŀǊŜŦƻƻǘ ƘŜ Ǌŀƴ ƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 

ŀƊŜǊ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōƛǧŜƴ ǎǘǊŀƴƎƭŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ōŀǊŜ 

ƘŀƴŘǎΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ YŀǊƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƻŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ 

ƳƻǘƻǊōƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŀōōƛǘΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ 

Řŀȅǎ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ƘŜ ƘŜƭǇǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǝƻƴΦ  

¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ .ƛƳōƭŜōƻȄ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴŘΦ 

WƻƘƴ CǊƻƛǎ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜǎύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ²ƘƛǘŜ-ŜŀǊŜŘ aƻƴŀǊŎƘΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ǳǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƻŘŘ - 

ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ ǇƭǳƳŀƎŜΗΗ Lǘϥǎ 

ƴƻǘ ƻƊŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭǳƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘƭȅ ǳƴŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ /ŀƛǊƴǎ ŎƻŀǎǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ        

ŎƻƻƭŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘƘƛƭƭǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ        

/ŀƛǊƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ƻƘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻƴŜ ƘŀǇǇƛƭȅ 

ŦƻǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘŜŀŘ-ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ мр ƳŜǘŜǊǎ ŀǿŀȅΗΗ 

Words and Photos courtesy Martin Cachard  

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎ 

.ƛǊŘ[ƛŦŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

ŜƳŀƛƭΥ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴǉƭŘϪōƛǊŘƭƛŦŜΦƻǊƎΦŀǳ 

ǿǿǿΦōƛǊŘǎŀǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴǉΦƻǊƎ 



 

 

for much of the morning and occasionally thereafter, so 

morning counts from the fixed survey points (spaced 0.5 

to 2km apart) included records of calling birds not visible 

in more densely vegetated areas. In these cases distance 

estimations were again used to approximately plot calling 

birds; experience over this period and on previous 

surveys gave an effective detection distance for unison 

calling birds of up to 2km; calling birds that were visible 

at various estimated or measured distances gave support 

to this as a maximum detection distance in calm 

conditions (which prevailed during these surveys).  

Cranes encountered were identified, aged (see Grant, 

2005) and grouped according to apparent breeding 

categories:  

ß Potential breeding pairs ï two adults observed 

together, without immature birds; or unison calling 

birds heard.  

ß Possibly non -breeding pairs ï an adult pair with a 

first -year immature bird accompanying; adults that 

bred last year are less likely to breed again in 

2012.  

ß Non - breeding immatures ï first or second year 

immatures in groups of varying size.  

For each observation, birds were plotted from the fixed 

positions or from opportunistic sightings while driving, 

using GPS co -ordinates of observer position with 

compass direction and estimated distance of birds. 

Each sighting or aural record was accompanied by 

habitat observations, broad while in the field (eg. 

floodplain, Eucalyptus woodland, etc.) and refined later 

by reference to regional ecosystem maps available from 

Introduction  

Surveys of Sarus Cranes Grus antigone on breeding areas 

in the south -east Gulf of Carpentaria were undertaken 

over four days in mid March 2012, with the aims of 

estimating density of breeding birds and documenting 

habitat use during the breeding season. As this 

population of Sarus Cranes is poorly known and has only 

been examined in any detail on the breeding grounds on 

one occasion (Archibald and Swengel 1985), further 

studies are required. The density of nesting pairs 

recorded in the 1985 study at Delta Downs (Morr Morr) 

Station was very high, with approximately 1.1 pairs per 

square kilometre, rivalling the highest known densities of 

breeding cranes anywhere on earth, such as those 

recorded by Sundar and Choudhury (2008) for Sarus 

Cranes  in Uttar Pradesh, India. The breeding areas in 

Australia are shared by Brolgas G. rubicundus, also 

recorded in high density by Archibald and Swengel 

(1985), so that total crane breeding density in the 

southeastern Gulf is likely to be the highest known, 

making this a globally important site. More recently the 

area has been recognised as such by its listing as an IBA 

by Birdlife International.  

Archibald and Swengel (1985) also documented 

differences in breeding site selection between Brolgas and 

Sarus at Delta Downs, suggesting that competition 

between the two species may be lessened by the 

apparent habitat partitioning. They also suggested, 

however, that if Sarus numbers were increasing, as was 

thought at the time, increased competition for breeding 

habitat could occur and Sarus, which appeared to them 

the behaviourally dominant species, could displace 

Brolgas and come to predominate further (in 1985, Sarus 

outnumbered Brolgas by a ratio of 3 to 2 at Delta 

Downs). Some further aims of this survey were then to 

document comparative habitat use by the two species in 

some unstudied sites, record interspecies interactions, 

and to examine the current proportions of the two 

species.  

Methods  

Early morning point counts in different habitats were used 

to estimate relative densities of cranes, with unison 

calling pairs of both species recorded as to distance and 

direction from the observerôs position. Vehicle transects 

were conducted on the Normanton to Burketown road 

(the óGulf Trackô), and to a lesser extent (due to road 

closures) on the Burke Developmental Road, with habitat 

scanned for cranes along slowly driven sections of road 

between fixed observation points, where larger areas 

could be scanned from an elevated position (the roof of 

the vehicle). Cranes continued to unison call periodically 

Gulf Crane Surveys  

Contact Call  
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Photo courtesy Ivor Preston  
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Contact Call  

Eucalyptus microtheca and box E.chlorophylla  low open 

woodland and Broad - leaved tea tree  Melaleuca viridiflora  

woodland and savannah on plains ). These presumed 

breeding territories (again more observations in April will 

make this clearer) appear to show a high degree of 

overlap in habitat use, contrary to some earlier 

suggestions, perhaps simply reflecting different behaviour 

in different locations, but may also indicate more 

competition than previously thought for breeding habitat. 

No observations were made of direct interactions between 

the species, though one observation of a óstandoffô by 

calling birds, one pair of each species, suggested 

neighbouring territories may be defended interspecifically.  

Early morning surveys on the accessible part of the Burke 

Developmental road, in densely wooded habitats (mainly 

RE 2.3.10) gave estimated densities of Sarus at 0.8 pairs 

per sq.km, slightly below that of the Gulf Track survey 

area, and no Brolgas. Possibly the open plains are a more 

favourable habitat for both Sarus and Brolga.  

Further fieldwork will help clarify some of the 

observations made in the March surveys. Reliable 

estimates of density will help in identifying some of the 

habitat types surveyed as Critical Habitat for one or both 

of the crane species; at present none of the habitats in 

the survey areas, mapped in the RE maps from DERM, 

are indicated as critical habitat for any species in the 

accompanying documents. Further evidence of habitat 

use by nesting birds of both species will be of use in 

deducing their inter - relationships and helping to work out 

the dynamics of the long - term interaction between the 

species.  
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DERM. Habitat condition was also recorded, in particular 

extent of flooding.  

Results and Discussion  

Using an effective detection distance of 2km, the area 

surveyed on the Gulf Track transect was estimated at 20 

sq km, and yielded totals of 20 potential breeding pairs 

for Sarus and 7 for Brolgas.  The density of presumed 

breeding pairs was thus 1 pair of Sarus per sq km and a 

total of 1.35 crane pairs, combining both species. Five 

pairs with accompanying immature young also were 

recorded in the survey area, and some of these, in some 

years, undoubtedly breed also, based on observations of 

pairs reaching the Atherton Tablelands with immatures 

belonging to successive age classes (J.Grant, unpublished 

observations), so the density of breeding pairs may be 

higher. The next scheduled survey trip (April) may shed 

some further light on this. Additional pairs were 

undoubtedly missed during surveys also, as most records 

came from the more open habitats, but many of the 

calling birds were in woodland; pairs in more densely  

wooded areas of the transect (approximately 30% of this 

survey area) were presumably often undetected if their 

calls did not coincide with observer census times.  

Total density of cranes recorded in this survey transect 

was approximately 4 per sq km, in a ratio of 3.4 Sarus to 

1 Brolga. It was clear that pairs of each species occurred 

in the same habitat types, with most of the observed 

pairs in Regional Ecosystem (RE) 2.3.4 ( Blue grass 

Dichantium spp. And Brown top Eulalia aurea  grassland on 

plains of cracking clays) and RE 2.3.10 ( Coolibah 

Gulf Crane Surveys (continued)  
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Contact Call  

ǎƛƎƘǝƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǎŀƴŘǎǘƻƴŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ тр-млл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǾŜƎŜǘŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ мƪƳ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ōǳǊƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ р ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  

9ŀŎƘ ǎƛǘŜ ƘŀŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǊŜŦǳƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŬǊŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 

ǊƻŎƪȅ ǊƛŘƎŜǎΣ ƻǳǘŎǊƻǇǎ ƻǊ ƭƻǿ ŎƭƛũǎΣ ǊŜƅŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 

ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜƭȅ ǘŀƭƭ ǎǇƛƴƛŦŜȄΦ 

.!bv ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 

ŬǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ ǊŜƭƛŎ ƎǊŀǎǎǿǊŜƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘΦ  ! ƳƻǎŀƛŎ ǇŀǧŜǊƴ ƻŦ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ 

ƎǊŀǎǎǿǊŜƴǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǎǇƛƴƛŦŜȄΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ 

ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΣ ƴŜǎǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊǎΦ 

hƴ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘŜǊ ƴƻǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōȅ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴǝǊŜƭȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ Ǉǳǘ ǳǎ Řƻǿƴ 

ƴŜŀǊ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ  Wǳǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŜ 

ǿŜǊŜ ǿŀǎǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ ǳƴǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ 

ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŀȅōŀŎƪΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ŜƴƎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ !ƳŀƴŘŀ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ 

ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ǿŀǊƴ .Ǌƛŀƴ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǘŜǇ 

ōŀŎƪ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎƴŀƪŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƘƛƳΦ  Lǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ 

ōŜ ŀƴ ƻƭƛǾŜ ǇȅǘƘƻƴΦ 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ !ƳŀƴŘŀ ŀƴŘ L ǎǘǳƳōƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǇƭŀȅōŀŎƪΦ  !ƳŀƴŘŀ ƘŀŘ ƎƻƴŜ ƻƴ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ L 

ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ƘŜǊ ǳǇ ŀƊŜǊ ŀ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ōǊŜŀƪ ǿƘŜƴ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ 

/ŀǊǇŜƴǘŀǊƛŀƴ DǊŀǎǎǿǊŜƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ōȅΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 

ǳǎƛƴƎ ǇƭŀȅōŀŎƪ ǳƴǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅ ǎƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 

ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ōŜƭŀǘŜŘƭȅ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ 

ōŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΦ  ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ-ōǊŜŀƪ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŘƛŘƴϥǘ 

ǿƻǊƪ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 

{ŀŘƭȅΣ ōȅ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмм ŀƭƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ 

/ŀǊǇŜƴǘŀǊƛŀƴ DǊŀǎǎǿǊŜƴǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŜƴƎǳƭŦŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 

ǿƛƭŘŬǊŜΦ ! ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘǊƛǇ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ  ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

ōƛǊŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ 

ǳƴōǳǊƴǘ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŬǊŜ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƎǊŀǎǎǿǊŜƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ 

ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳΣ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŬǊŜ 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΦ 

hƴ ŀ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǊ ƴƻǘŜΣ 59wa ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŀǊƛŀƴ 

DǊŀǎǎǿǊŜƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ǳƴōǳǊƴǘ 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ƻŦ нлммΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǝƴƎ ōƛǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ 

ȅŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǊŀƴƎŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

ǿǿǿΦōƛǊŘǎŀǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴǉΦƻǊƎκƎǊŀǎǎǿǊŜƴǎΦ      

/ŜƛƴǿŜƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎ 

¢ƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ .ƻƻŘƧŀƳǳƭƭŀ ό[ŀǿƴ Iƛƭƭύ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΣ мр-ол WǳƴŜ 

нлммΣ ǎŀǿ ŦƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǳǎ ό!ƳŀƴŘŀ CǊŜŜƳŀƴΣ .Ǌƛŀƴ ±ŜƴŀōƭŜǎΣ 

{ǘŜǾŜ aǳǊǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦύ ŎƻƳōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ƻƴ ŦƻƻǘΣ ōȅ 

ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭǳǎƛǾŜ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŀǊƛŀƴ 

DǊŀǎǎǿǊŜƴΦ  DǊŀƘŀƳ IŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ōǳǘ 

ǿŀǎ ƭǳǊŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΦ 

! ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŜŘ ŜũƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǊŀǎǎǿǊŜƴǎ 

ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ нллу ōǳǘ ƴƻƴŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŜŀǊŜŘ 

ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŎŎǳƳōŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŬǊŜ ƛƴ нллсΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ 

ǎƛƎƘǝƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ƛƴ нлмл ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

ό59waύ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴǾŜǎǝƎŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ 

ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ 

Ƙƻǿ ŬǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘŀƛƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΦ 

²Ŝ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŀǊƛŀƴ DǊŀǎǎǿǊŜƴǎ ƘŀŘ 

ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘΣ ǊŜǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ нллу ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǎƛǘŜǎ 

όŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 

ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ƴŜǿ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇƛƴƛŦŜȄ ŎƻǾŜǊΣ ǘƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŬǊŜ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  ²Ŝ ǎǇŜƴǘ тпΦр ƘƻǳǊǎΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ упƪƳ ŀƴŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ 

Ŏŀƭƭ ǇƭŀȅōŀŎƪ ƻǾŜǊ плл ǝƳŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŀǊƛŀƴ DǊŀǎǎǿǊŜƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ŬƊƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŜŘ ǎǝƭƭ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǊŜŀ 

ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΦ  !ƭƭ 

Grasswren Survey, June 2011  



 

 

I was watching the activity one morning with the two 

lorikeets on a branch above the feeder when the young koel 

came in to feed. The reaction of the Lorikeets was amazing. 

They flew at him in an incredibly aggressive manner, feathers 

raised on their heads and back of their necks, accompanied 

by aggressive screaming, all the while flying right at him as if 

trying to belt him with their wings ï activity I have never 

seen a lorikeet perform previously. The koel, at least three 

times as big as his pursuers, immediately took off up into the 

tree, hotly pursued by the two lorikeets still screaming. He 

quickly left for a nearby tree. There was no doubt that he had 

more than met his match. (I wondered then what would have 

eventuated had they encountered the very aggressive male 

from last year).  

After the lorikeets had seen him off, they returned to the 

branch above the feeder. The difference between their 

aggression towards the koel and their normal aggression 

displayed towards the other birds was nothing short of 

remarkable. Why they would be so aggressive to a cuckoo 

which should have nothing to do with their lives is puzzling. It 

would be quite understandable when a species is a host of 

the cuckoo but being a Psitticine é.. ?  

Another thing which was surprising was the tameness of both 

males of a species which gives the impression of a shy and 

skulking bird through the time when they are present in 

Australia. When I would reach out of the window to put food 

on the table, all other birds would retreat. However, both 

Koels would often sit undeterred within two metres while I 

did so ï reminiscence of a pet animal waiting for and knowing 

there was food to come ð in fact so much so that I did 

wonder if they had been hand reared by people. But after 

further observations over the time they were here with 

people coming and going, it was fairly obvious they had not.  
 

Words and Photo courtesy Lloyd Nielsen, Mt Molloy  

Each morning on most days, I put out a couple of bananas on 

a small feeding table outside my kitchen window, mostly for 

honeyeaters (Macleays, Yellow -spotted, Graceful, Lewin's and 

Yellow). Great Bowerbirds and Olive -backed Orioles also take 

advantage ð a male bowerbird has a bower just 20 metres 

away. Through April of 2011, an immature male Eastern Koel 

in partial adult plumage arrived and stayed for about 4 weeks 

before suddenly disappearing, no doubt to koel wintering 

grounds far to the north -west.  

I was first aware of him when he suddenly appeared on the 

feeder one morning. My initial reaction was a sense of sorrow 

for him as I was sure the other birds would give him a hard 

time. Through the previous breeding season we had often 

seen a fully -plumaged adult male Eastern Koel being 

relentlessly chased by Noisy Friarbirds and others, no doubt 

creating a distraction while his female was depositing an egg 

in some luckless friarbird or oriole nest. So, I was fairly sure 

that this young bird would be hard -pressed 

to get a meal here.  

How wrong I was! He absolutely took over 

the feeder. It was his! He perched right 

above it and mercilessly chased every bird 

that came near. Even birds as small as 

Graceful Honeyeaters were viciously 

chased away. Great Bowerbirds especially 

felt the brunt of his wrath. He would chase 

them right up through the trees until they 

left for cover further up the hill and then 

return to his perch over the feeder. In the 

end I was pleased to see him go!  

This year (April 2012) another koel in 

similar part male plumage suddenly 

appeared at the feeder, much to my 

dismay. But it was somewhat of a relief 

when he did not display as much 

aggression as the bird from the previous 

year. However, there was no doubt that his 

very presence was domineering ï he would come to the 

feeder and simply use his bulk to commandeer it. All other 

birds would immediately retreat but were never driven away 

as viciously as they were last year. After he had his fill, he 

would retreat to the denser foliage of the overhanging tree, 

stay there for much of the day and ignore the goings on at 

the feeder.  

But after this koel had been here for about two weeks, there 

was a further interesting development. A pair of Rainbow 

Lorikeets arrived at the feeder. I usually discourage lorikeets 

as they will take over a feeder and before long there will be 

nothing but dozens of lorikeets coming to it. On this occasion, 

the lorikeets did their usual trick and chased other species off 

but not in an overly aggressive manner. When a Great 

Bowerbird landed on a branch near them, they would walk 

along the branch towards the bowerbird until it flew off. And 

when they flew down to the feeder, the first thing they would 

do was walk around it chasing all the smaller honeyeaters off.  

Eastern Koel and reactions with some other birds   

Contact Call  
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killed and nest taken by 

Common Mynas.   

Often mynas will remove 

another species chicks from 

a nesting hollow, but will not 

use the hollow  themselves.  

The interference in the 

breeding of native birds may 

be an intentional strategy to 

reduce competition from other species and allow domination 

of the area.  The harassment of adult native birds such that 

they are unable to feed their chicks can similarly cause their 

breeding to fail and allow the Common Myna to prevail.  

But the affect on the breeding success of native species goes 

beyond competition for nesting hollows, for Common Mynas 

are also known to be nest predators, feeding on the eggs or 

chicks of native species.  This has been well documented in 

overseas studies.  For example, Common Mynas were found 

to be the main predator of Sooty Tern nests on Ascension 

Island (accounting for 25% of failed clutches), are the major 

egg predators of Wedge - tailed Shearwaters in Hawaii and 

were found to be undermining the recovery efforts for the 

endangered Tahitian Flycatcher by predating on their nests.  

There is anecdotal evidence of mynas attacking the nests of 

native doves, sunbirds and other species around Cairns.  

Common Mynas are a bird that lives commensurably with 

humans, and as such is concentrated in urban or rural 

habitats.  For most of us, this is also the area were we have 

our most intimate interactions with native birds and wildlife.  

It is the place where we wonder at the sunbird building its 

intricate nest on the porch, enjoy the Willie Wagtail fussing 

around the back lawn or the parrots performing acrobatics in 

the trees at the park.  As the Common Myna increases in 

number and extends its range, we will see less of our much 

loved native birds.  We will never completely eradicate the 

Common Myna, but if we can reduce their numbers, it will at 

least give our native birds a chance to persist in our human 

environments and continue to enrich our daily lives.   

It was the desire to reverse the increasing dominance of 

Common Mynas that led to the launch of the Cairns Rotary 

Remove Indian Myna campaign in November 2011.  The 

program has received tremendous support from the general 

public.  Traps are produced by the Cairns Menshed and sold 

at cost (currently $75).  By mid -May, 572 traps had been 

sold, with 150 orders outstanding.  Well in excess of 10,000 

mynas have been trapped and humanely euthanased.  A 

similar program has been running in Canberra since 2006, 

and by the end of 2010 had resulted in Common Mynas 

retreating from being the third most abundant bird in 

Canberra gardens to the fourteenth.  Hopefully we can 

achieve similar outcomes in Cairns.  Iôm sure our native birds 

would chirp their agreement.  Further information on the 

program can be found by phoning Peter Goulding on 

40544311, by email at info@cnsrim.org.au or on the website 

http://www.cnsrim.org.au.  

Common Mynas are native to the Indian subcontinent and 

south -east Asia, however they have been introduced to many 

other regions of the world either deliberately or by the 

escape of caged birds.  They are now well established in 

Africa, Madagascar, Australia, New Zealand, the Arabian 

Peninsula and throughout the islands of the Indian and Pacific 

Ocean.  Populations are now also found in parts of Europe, 

China, Japan, the United States of America and even Russia.  

Their initial introduction to Australia was by deliberate release 

in Victoria in the 1860s and 70s, with releases in NSW also 

around this time.  Birds from Melbourne were bought to 

North Queensland in 1883 and released at Townsville, 

Ingham and Innisfail to control locusts and cane beetles.  

They spread to Cairns, and by 1918 mynas taken from Cairns 

were used to start populations in Toowoomba.  By 1931 

Common Mynas had established in Atherton.  

Common Mynas are extremely invasive birds that quickly 

dominate an area.  The International Union for the 

Conservation of Nature lists the Common Myna as one of only 

three birds in its 100 most invasive species worldwide.  They 

are extremely territorial and aggressive, and will often attack 

other species or their nests, even without an apparent 

motive.  In time they become the most abundant bird in the 

area, further increasing their ability to exclude other species 

through mobbing.  

Common Mynas often nest and roost around buildings, where 

they cause a nuisance with loud garrulous calling at 

communal night roosts, the fouling of areas with excrement 

or nesting material blocking downpipes or creating fire 

hazards.  However, they are a hollow -nesting species, and it 

is through their competition for natural nesting hollows that 

they have one of their largest effects on native species.  

Many of our native parrots, such as the Eastern and Crimson 

Rosella, are those losing vital nesting sites to the aggressive 

myna.  Even mammals using tree hollows, such as the sugar 

glider, are vulnerable.  

Once a native bird has established its nest, it is still not safe 

from attack. Common Mynas usurp or destroy active nests of 

other species, destroying their eggs and killing their chicks, 

or sometimes building their nest directly over the eggs or 

chicks of the 

original species.  

Active nests of 

parrots can be lost 

in this way, as can 

the nests of 

kingfishers, which 

utilise hollows that 

they excavate into 

termite nests.  

Even Australiaôs 

largest kingfisher, 

the Laughing 

Kookaburra, can 

have its young 

Birding the southern Atherton Tablelands  
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ŀǳǘƻǎǘǊŀŘŀ όƳƻǘƻǊǿŀȅύ ŀǘ ŀ ǎŜŘŀǘŜ ƴǳƴƭȅ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǿƻ ƎŜǊƛŀǘǊƛŎ ōǊƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ 

ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŶŎ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ŎŀǊŀōƛƴƛŜǊƛ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŶŎŜǊ 

ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǾŜǊΦ 

{Ŏǳǎƛ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŶŎŜǊΣ ȅƻǳϥǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ǎƭƻǿƭȅΣ 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǊΦ 

.ƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ƻŶŎŜǊΣ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƴΣ ōǳǘ L ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ нр 

ƻƴ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƭƛƳƛǘΦ 

bƻ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘϥǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ŀǳǘƻǎǘǊŀŘŀΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƛǎ мллΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊŀōƛƴƛŜǊƛ ƴƻǝŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǎŜŀǘ ǿŀǎ 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǎƘŀǧŜǊŜŘΣ ƘŜǊ ǘŜŜǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŀǧƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ 

ƘŀƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻŎƪŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƎǊƛǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƴǳƴ-ǊƛŘŜǊΦ ²Ƙŀǘϥǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǧŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪΣ 

ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜǊΦ 

hƘΣ ǘƘŀǘϥǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜϥǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻǘ ƻũ ŀǳǘƻǎǘǊŀŘŀ 

нмрΦ 

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘǊƛǎ {Ƙŀǿ 

ƘǧǇΥκκǘƻǇōƛǊŘǎŀƴŘŜǾŜǊȅŬƴƎΦǘȅǇŜǇŀŘΦŎƻƳκǘƻǇ-ōƛǊŘǎ

-ŜǾŜǊȅŬƴƎκ 

! wŜŘ WǳƴƎƭŜ Cƻǿƭ ƛǎ ŀ Dŀƭƭǳǎ Ǝŀƭƭǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ DŀƭƭŜǧƻ ƛƴ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ƛǎ 

ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ōǳǘ ŀ ϦǊƻƻǎǘŜǊϦ ƻǊ ϦŎƻŎƪŜǊŜƭƭϦ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

ƳƻǘƻŎƛŎƭŜǧŀ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊ ŎȅŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƎŀƭƭŜǧƻ 

ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƳƻǘƻŎƛŎƭŜǧŀ ǘƘŜƴ tŀǎǎŜǊƻǧƻ Ƴƛƻ όŀƴ ƛǘŀƭƛŀƴ 

ƭƻǾŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΦΦΦ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ Ƴȅ ƭƛǧƭŜ ōƛǊŘύ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ мфрлϥǎ aƻǘƻ DǳȊȊƛΣ 

мсл ŎŎΣ ƘŀƭŦ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ - ƘŀƭŦ ƳƻǘƻǊǎŎƻƻǘŜǊΣ ŦŀǾƻǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ƎŜǩƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ƭŀƴŜǎ ƻŦ Lǘŀƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǎǎƻŎƪǎ ƻǊ ŎƛƴŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘǳǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǳƴŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ŘƻƴƪŜȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ DŀƭƭŜǧƻ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ ŀ /ŀǊƭƻ DǳȊȊƛ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ 

ƭŜƎŜƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƳƻǘƻǊōƛƪŜǎΦ Lǘ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƻǊǎŎƻƻǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜΦ 

²ƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ƴǳƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ 

ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƳƻǘƻǊōƛƪŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻǧƻƳ ƻŦ Lǘŀƭȅ ǘƻ 

aƛƭŀƴƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǳƻƳƻ Řƛ aƛƭŀƴƻΦ 

!ƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƳƻǘƻǊōƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŀōƻǾŜΦ 

!ƴȅǿŀȅΣ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΣ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦΦΦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜŎŜŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

Moto Guzzi "Rooster" Motocicletta & Two Nuns  
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http://topbirdsandeveryfing.typepad.com/top-birds-everyfing/2012/05/moto-guzzi-rooster-motocicletta.html

