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Beach -nesting Birds  

 

 

 

 

WORKSHOP CAIRNS 6TH APRIL 201 3 

Birdlife Australia is holding a workshop where you can 

learn more about Australian's Beach nesting Birds, the 

threats they are facing across Australia and how these are 

being tackled. There will be opportunities for discussions 

across a broad range of topics relevant to the conservation 

of this unique suite of beach dependant species. All 

Welcome. 

Details  

Where: Cairns RSL club, 155 Esplanade, Cairns 

When: 6th April 2013, 10.00am to 3.00pm 

Morning session: 10am -3 pm consisting of speakers 
(morning tea and lunch provided). 

Please let us know if you have any special dietary 
requirements. 

Afternoon field visit: 3pm - 4pm on the Cairns Esplanade 
boardwalk. 

Bring along: Binoculars if you have them, insect 
repellent/hat/sunscreen/raincoat (depending on the 
weather). 

Limited places available: Please RSVP by Friday 22nd 
March 2013. Grainne Maguire, Birdlife Australia, 
grainne.maguire@birdlife.org.au, Ph: 03 9347 0757 
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Photo courtesy of Hidetoshi Kudo 
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From the Conveno r 

We have now completed our first year as BirdLife Northern 

Queensland and with our AGM on 2 March, we start off 

another year packed with workshops, outings, surveys, and 

a host of interesting speakers and presentations each 

month.  We have trips and surveys planned for the most 

extreme parts of our region, from Cape York to Mt Isa and 

the NT border, as well as spots closer to home for many of 

us, such as Yungaburra, Mission Beach, Etty Bay, and even 

as boat cruise on the Mossman River.  We will also be 

άǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎέ ŜȄƻǘƛŎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ /ƻǎǘa Rica and 

Lord Howe Island in our monthly meetings.  And there are 

a range of workshops from waders, beach-nesting birds, 

and photography.  And even a good old-fashioned 

twitchathon!  There should be something amidst this 

selection to get us all more involved in our group.  

Your committee has worked hard to put this program 

together, and to make sure that all works well in the field.  

And I would like to take this opportunity to personally 

thank each of them for making this first year of BirdLife 

Northern Queensland a successful one.   But we need to 

ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ 

be retiring from active service on the committee this year.  

Karen Doyle has now handed over the daunting task of 

Newsletter Editor to Ceri Pearce.  Karen has been a 

stalwart, coping with all the changes that being a new 

organisation has demanded of her, and patiently keeping 

us in newsletters until we were able to recruit a new one.  

Ceri has now started, and this bumper edition is a hint of 

what is in store for us!  Thank you Karen, and welcome 

Ceri! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

hǳǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ άǊŜǘƛǊŜŜέ ƛǎ !ƭŀƴ DƛƭƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΦ  !ƭŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ 

numerous years and roles upon both the Birds Australia 

and the fledgling BirdLife Northern Queensland 

committees.  He was Convenor for three years, and Deputy 

for several more, and was instrumental in guiding us 

through a sometimes difficult transition from the Old to 

the New.  He has continued, and hopefully will continue, to 

lead numerous birding walks in his beloved Yungaburra 

countryside, and because of his engaging manner and 

ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŎ ǘǳǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ά²ŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ 

Waders Good-ōȅŜέ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭl members 

extend their thanks to Alan and wish him and his wife 

Maria well in their continued endeavours to bring the 

wonders of Northern Queensland to all who care to listen 

and learn.  Thank you Alan!! 

And hope to see you all on some of our outings and at our 

meetings.  See you soon.      

Kath Shurcliff, Convenor 
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The search 
is on for 

Buff -

breasted 

Button 

quail  

The two rarest birds known to inhabit the Northern 

Queensland area are the Night Parrot and the Buff-

breasted Button-quail. It is rumoured that there is a secret 

government SWAT team on permanent standby, poised for 

action next time a Night Parrot is reported. But little 

attention has been paid to its lowly compatriot, the Buff-

breasted Button-quail (BBBQ).  

Ever the champion of the fate of small brown birds, 

BirdLife Northern Queensland has been attempting to 

investigate the BBBQ recently. Our strategy has been to try 

and follow up all sighting reports and also to do some 

surveys of our own. Each year we would like a group of 

people to survey two areas of habitat, one speculative and 

one existing. We would like to see if we can record the 

existence of these animals and attempt to glean any 

information we can. 

We are not aware of any reports or rumours of BBBQ at all 

in 2012. (But please contact us as we would love to be 

proved wrong). So we had no particular sightings to try and 

chase up. 

As a speculative survey we spent one morning examining 

the rough country just to the west of Ravenshoe. There is a 

vast expanse of apparently suitable rocky hillside in this 

area, probably covering hundreds of square kilometres. On 

Jan 5, 2013, five keen surveyors set off down some very 

rough 4WD tracks. Unfortunately even before we reached 

suitable habitat it became clear that our search was in 

vain. A huge hot fire had passed through the area recently 

and the resulting nuclear wasteland looked like far from 

suitable habitat. Eventually we did manage to find a patch 

that had escaped the flames. A few hours were spent 

walking this section. We did even manage to find one 

quail, perhaps a Painted Button-quail. 

 

For known habitat we again surveyed the hillsides beside 

Lake Mitchell. There had been a number of reports of Buff-

breasted Button quail in the area in Dec 2011. On Jan 6, 

2013, four keen surveyors spent the morning walking the 

hills. We found about 8 Brown Quail and perhaps 2-4 

Painted Button-quail. One of the perhaps Painted Button-

quail was a huge bird, reminding the observers more of a 

Squatter Pigeon than a quail. Next to the lake we flushed 

one very small unidentified quail, at the same location 

where Red-chested Button-quail had been reported the 

previous day. This is also a very rare bird for our area. 

Looking for Buff-breasted Button quails is a particularly 

unrewarding experience.  It is quite unlike looking for other 

birds, most of which will occasionally perch somewhere for 

you to look at them. At best, what happens after hours of 

walking rough terrain in hot conditions is, just when you 

are looking the wrong way, a small brown bird bursts out 

of the grass and rockets away from you at great speed. 

Quails hit the ground running so when you get to where 

you think the bird landed it is probably another 50-100m 

away. 

  

Burnt habitat near Ravenshoe 
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At this point everyone sits around scratching their heads 

and tries to remember what they saw during the fraction 

of a second the bird was in view. Like a police witness 

interview everyone comes up with a slightly different 

description. Even if you saw the Buff-breasted Button quail 

you will never really know for sure!  

It has been estimated that since cameras were invented, 

3.5 trillion photos have been taken. Of all these, ten 

percent were taken in 2012. 140 billion photos alone have 

been uploaded onto Facebook. But no one has ever 

photographed a live Buff-breasted Button-quail. It has to 

be worth trying. 

 

News from the  

Daintree River . 
Breeding birds and  a surprise at the end . 

This is the inaugural quarterly article of a regular column 

outlining interesting wildlife observations on the Daintree 

River by the 'Daintree Boatman', Murray Hunt.  

One of the highlights over the last couple of months has 

been observing no less than five pairs of Papuan 

Frogmouth nesting along the river. The frogmouths were 

not entirely synchronised, of course, with about a fortnight 

between all pairs. In general, the birds appeared on newly 

built nests in very early October with chicks appearing in 

mid November, before fledging by mid December. Four of 

five nests were about 5 metres above the water whilst 

another was above 10 metres. At least one of these nests 

was in the same site of a nest built the previous nesting 

season, and was presumably used by the same pair. 

Perhaps surprising it appeared that each pair was 

successfully able to fledge one chick.   

Other recently nesting birds include Figbird, Helmeted 

Friarbird, Wompoo Pigeon (on their ridiculously small and 

untidy stick nests) and Shining Flycatcher (on their delicate 

cup nests camouflaged with a beautiful patchwork of 

lichen). Multiple pairs of flycatcher were seen to nest but 

unfortunately none seemed to be successful. Conversely, a 

pair of Great-billed Heron was able to successfully fledge 

another chick, from the same nest they last year, located in 

Further information about Buff-breasted Button quail can 

be found at www.birdsaustralianq.org or 

http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-

bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=59293 

Dominic Chaplin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

an inaccessible rainforest tangle invisible from the river.  

Finally, the surprise of the year came on the last cruise of 

the season (mid January) with a sighting of a group of 

Spotted Whistling-duck! These little ducks are more at 

home in PNG, but have been slowly colonising Australia, 

and were sighted this far south for the first time last year. 

Hopefully they'll decide that they like the Daintree River 

and become fulltime residents.  

 
Here's an amusing photo taken out on the river of a visiting 

Japanese bird-watching group. If you look really closely I 

think you might be able to find a keen bird photographer 

or two! Photo courtesy of Jun Matsui. 

Murray Hunt 

For Coming Events and activities in the 
Cairns and Townsville regions 
Visit these websites for the latest details: 
www.birdsaustralianq.org  
www.birdlifetownsville.org.au 
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Birds and 
Dinosaurs  

 

Some months ago my friend, Peter Houston, told me he 

wanted to go and see the dinosaur stampede track-ways at 

Lark Quarry. He planned to drive down from Mossman in 

one day, see the stampede on day two and drive back on 

day three. I made the suggestion that we drive there 

together in May over five days and do a bit of birding at 

the same time. I contacted Len Izzy for a few tips after 

seeing he had recently visited the area and posted some 

lists on Eremaea Birds. Len supplied me with the location 

of some good birding spots and camp sites. We were ready 

to go within the next few days. Then it rained and rained 

heavily. We checked the radar for the Winton area and the 

weekly forecast, and discovered it had rained there also 

and more was expected. A quick check of the road 

conditions confirmed what we suspected. Lots of road 

closures. Much of our planned route was impassable. The 

trip was postponed. June and July were not an option as it 

was school holidays and all the camp sites would be 

booked. This left August before the weather got too hot. 

We eventually got away on Saturday 4th August. The plan 

was to see how far we could get and then find a campsite 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŀƪŜ ƛt as far as 

Mareeba. Thick mist blanketed the road between Mt 

Molloy and Mareeba and we had to slow to 80km per 

hour. Somewhere past Lake Mitchell we hit a large wallaby 

that bounded out from in front of an oncoming vehicle. It 

was too dangerous to stop in the mist in middle of the road 

to check on the poor animal. 

The mist persisted all the way to Mt Garnet where we had 

planned a bit of birding at the swamp to the south of town. 

We pressed on and it eventually cleared just before Forty 

Mile Scrub. We made this our first stop for coffee and a 

late breakfast. I checked the front of my almost new 

Toyota Prado. About $4000 damage at least! From the look 

of the ōŜƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭ ōŀǊ ƛǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ 

stopping to check the wallaby. A quick look around turned 

up Lewin's Honeyeaters, Great Bowerbird, Australian 

Figbird and Fairy Gerygone. 

 

We continued on to The Lynd and made a stop at the Oasis 

Road House for soft drinks and sausage rolls. There are 

good campsites and comfortable cabins available here. The 

road from this point on varies from brand new to badly 

rutted dirt. We stopped at several roadside dams and were 

mostly rewarded with Australian Wood Duck, Plumed 

Whistling-duck, Green Pygmy-goose, Pacific Black Duck, 

Grey Teal, Australian Grebe and various Egrets. We 

stopped again for a late lunch at the lookout at the 

Porcupine Gorge National Park. This was where we had 

expected to spend the first night of the trip. We decided it 

was too early to camp and continued on to Hughenden. 

We visited the little museum at the information centre and 

whetted our appetite for the dinosaurs to come.  

We left Hughenden and headed out on the Winton road. 

There are three windmill and dams along the first stretch 

of road that Len Izzy had recommended, the first only 

about 20 km out of town. What a great spot; a little oasis 

in the middle of a flat landscape. I had a couple of firsts 

here too, Spotted Bowerbird and Variegated Fairy-wren. 

The place was buzzing with Zebra Finch in almost every 

bush! The dam contained Grey Teal, Hardhead, 

Australasian Grebe, Australasian Darter and White-necked 

Heron. We heard Australian Reed-Warbler calling from the 

reeds and even saw a Black-tailed Native-hen trying to 

sneak off without being spotted. Raptors were also well 

represented in the area. We saw Black-shouldered Kite, 

Black Kite, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Whistling Kite, Nankeen 

Kestrel and Brown Falcon. Further back in the pasture 

there were 15 Brolga. Also seen where Singing Honeyeater, 

Yellow-throated Miner, Black-faced Woodswallow and 

Cockatiel. Much the same was also seen at the next two 

windmills. 

 
Fairy Gerygone 
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After some great birding it was getting towards time to set 

up camp. We were looking for a likely spot at the side of 

ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άǘƻǿƴέ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ /ƻǊŦƛŜƭd. 

Two houses, a pub and a free campsite with toilets. A good 

place to stop for the night. Unfortunately the pub was 

closed due to horse racing, the Caufield Cup no less. The 

owner had gone to run the pub at the after race party so 

we missed out on the hot showers and beer. 

Sunday 5th August. We were on the road again at 6am 

headed for Winton. Not just Winton but the Winton 

sewerage ponds. We first went to the ponds near the 

rubbish tip which were rather disappointing. We headed 

for the other ponds near the golf course. There were 

plenty of golfers out for their Sunday morning round and 

surprisingly, there were also quite a few Crimson Chat on 

the fairway dodging golf balls! Another first for me. The 

second set of sewerage ponds proved far more fruitful. 

Here amongst the usual water birds was an Australian 

Spotted Crake. I was hoping to find a Pink-eared Duck, my 

bogie bird, but it was not to be.  

 

We headed into town to find hot coffee and hot showers. 

We also found a Little Eagle drifting about over the 

rooftops when we visited the information centre to book 

for our tour at Lark Quarry the next day.  

From Winton we drove to the Age of Dinosaurs Centre for 

the tour of the labs and collection. I had to bite my tongue 

at the price! $30! The first part of the tour was at the lab. 

This is the biggest fossil preparation lab in the Southern 

hemisphere. We had an 800 m walk along a path through 

the scrub to get there and were rewarded with good views 

of Yellow-rumped Thornbill and Inland Thornbill. The tour 

of the lab was very informative. We watched technicians 

cleaning rock off the fossilised dinosaur bones and were 

shown how the bones were removed from the ground and 

transported. The guide was very good and was able to 

answer all of the group's questions with ease. The second 

part of the tour at the main centre was also very 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ ά.ŀƴƧƻέ 

(Australovenator wintonensis), the largest predatory 

dinosaur ever discovered in Australia. By the end of the 

tour I had decided that this was probably the best $30 I 

have ever spent! If you are ever in the area I highly 

recommend a visit to the Age of Dinosaurs Centre. 

We drove back to Winton and restocked supplies and ice. 

We planned to spend the night at Bough Shed Hole 

campsite in the Blandensburg National Park. The campsite 

is well arranged along the edge of the waterhole and even 

Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎΦ ! ǿŀƭƪ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘge 

produced Red-browed Pardalote, Striated Pardalote, Grey-

crowned Babbler, Rufous Songlark, Common Bronzewing 

and Black-fronted Dotterel. Just before sunset we chose a 

quiet spot on the opposite side of the waterhole with the 

sun behind us. We sat and watched as flocks of Budgerigar, 

Cockatiel and Red-winged Parrot came in to drink. A lone 

Willie Wagtail tried very hard to chase off the Budgies but 

there were just too many of them.  

We decided on a night drive with a spotlight to find owls, 

nightjar and owlet-nightjar. Our search was fruitless. Not a 

bird to be seen. There were plenty of wallaby, kangaroo 

and even a lone dunnart. We also saw quite a few feral 

cats. 

Monday 6th August. We were up before sunrise for a bush 

bird walk.  Moving quietly through the bush we came 

across two Australian Bustard which we watched for some 

time. A movement further away caught our eye and we 

saw an Emu emerge from the undergrowth. We also spent 

about half an hour watching a flock of Cockatiel investigate 

a dead tree for nesting hollows. 

After breakfast we set off for the Lark Quarry Conservation 

tŀǊƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ммл ƪƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘΦ IŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 

only recorded evidence of a dinosaur stampede. There are 

over 3300 fossilised footprints on display. After the very 

interesting tour we walked the 3 km trail around the park 

to see what birds could be found. Not too many it turned 

Crimson Chat. Photo courtesy of Wikipedia Commons 
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out. We saw Hooded Robin, Grey-headed Honeyeater, 

White-plumed Honeyeater, Singing Honeyeater, Rufous 

Whistler and Willie Wagtail. The walk however is well 

worth doing. Perhaps 1.30 pm was a bit close to the middle 

of the day for good birding! 

We had planned to drive back to Blandensburg National 

Park for the night, but consulting the map and a bit of arm 

twisting we headed further south to spend the night at 

Opalton. This turned out to be a very good decision. We 

arrived at the bush camp at about 4pm. At first glance the 

place looked a bit rough but it turned out to be a great 

spot. It has been set up by the local opal miners for the use 

of fossickers. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƙǳǘǎ όǾŜǊȅ ΨǊǳǎǘƛŎΩύ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǘ 

showers. Before sunset we explored the area. At the end 

of the runway is a dam and windmill. About an hour was 

ǎǇŜƴǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ IŀƭƭΩǎ .ŀōōƭŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ 

chase them up right near the windmill. Yet another first for 

me.  

Later that evening the local opal miners had decided to 

have a BBQ and we were invited to join in. They were 

intrigued that we would travel all this way to look at some 

birds. One of the older gents was telling me about the Opal 

Parrots he sees quite regularly. After looking at many 

pictures in the bird book and listening to some of the calls 

on the iphone we decided it must be a Mulga Parrot or 

Mallee Ringneck. We were also told where to find Spinifex 

Pigeon. I eventually crawled into bed at about midnight. 

Tuesday 7th August. We were up at first light searching for 

Spinifex Pigeons which we eventually found at the top of 

the runway. Next on the list was the Mallee Ringneck 

which we found where the road crosses the creek at the 

southern end of the runway. This completed our stay at 

Opalton and we began our journey homewards. 

 

 

We were rewarded with numerous sightings of Emu along 

the roadside between Opalton and Blandensberg National 

Park. The highlight of the morning though was at a dam 

and windmill at the roadside. While watching a flock of 

Zebra Finch in a bush above a water seep ς White-winged 

Fairy-wrens! This was a bird I was really keen to see. What 

fantastic views and some good photos also. 

 The rest of the day was just one long drive to Porcupine 

Gorge National Park where we camped for the night. The 

highlight here, was the Wedge-tailed Eagles cruising on the 

thermals above the gorge. It was very relaxing experience 

to watch these birds after trying to evict an obnoxious 

Victorian from our pre-booked campsite. 

Wednesday 8th August. The last day of the trip was a 

straight run back to home at Mossman with nothing more 

exciting than a quick stop on the Atherton Tablelands for 

Peter to tick the Golden Bowerbird. 

It was a great pity for us that there had been recent rains 

through-out the region. There were many pools of water 

and the country was very green. I am sure the farmers 

welcomed the rain but for us it meant the birds had 

dispersed far and wide. However, we still had an extremely 

enjoyable trip with many new species to add to our 

growing Queensland list. 

Doug Herrington 

 

  

Spinifex Pigeon 

White-winged Fairy-wren 
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BirdLife Challenge 
Count Dec 2012  

It should be easy enough to win an Australia wide 

twitching competition in our area. After all we have so 

many more species in Far North Queensland than the rest 

of the country. Perhaps all we would need to do is get up 

and look out of the window. But a look at challenge count 

records of the last 15 years shows this is not in fact the 

case. FNQ has never done particularly well. A new, young 

and determined BirdLife Northern Queensland team 

decided to set the record straight. 

After wrestling with the personal moral dilemma of 

reducing birding to a competitive activity, we decided to 

take the competition seriously this year. A more organized 

approach was required. 

A few days out from the actual count date we spent a day 

touring the area, timing how long it took to get from place 

to place and how long we could stay there. We tried the 

Port Douglas waste transfer area. We asked the operator 

there if he had seen any Beach-stone Curlews. The 

operator clearly had no idea what we were talking about, 

but before he even finished talking two flew in and landed 

нлƳ ŀǿŀȅΦ ΨhƘ ǘƘƻǎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΗΩ 

We stayed up until midnight driving about Tinaroo Creek 

Road and getting lost, failing to see an owl of any 

description. But we were cheered up by a Spotted Nightjar 

in the road at Mt Molloy. 

At the end of the test day we had a good route planned 

and with a good dose of luck managed to record 184 

species. We felt sure it would be impossible to reproduce 

such a good result. 

There are three rules. 

1. Midnight to midnight, first Sunday of December 

2. 40km radius/80km diameter from a central point 

3. Bird must be seen by two or heard by three people 

There seems to be nothing in the rules about external 

assistants with telephones (one), use of playback (once 

only successfully and twice not), use of iphone bird guide 

Apps or complying with local traffic regulations (we have 

ŀƭƭ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƻǳƎΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƛŎƪŜǘύΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ 

also unsure if all of the three people who hear a bird have 

to know what it sounds like. 

03.30am Alarm goes off and fresh and alert I jump out of 

bed, glad to have decided not to stay up for the midnight 

Wales/Wallabies game on TV. 

04.00 After a cold shower and two strong coffees I hit the 

road from Mareeba to Mossman, running the usual 

gauntlet of kamikaze wallabies. 

05.00 First light at Mossman we meet with our fearless 

driver, Doug Herrington, top bird spotter Murray Hunt and 

also Mandy & Chris Coxon who join us from Mossman Bed 

& Breakfast, looking slightly worried and wondering what 

they are in for. Mandy & Chris have a disadvantage from 

the start as one of their guests has stolen their binoculars. 

Tourists ς who needs them! 

05.30 Stretching the boundaries of our area we start up at 

the Wonga Barra Farm, a great location, picking up 

Burdekin Duck, terns and waders. There are many birds 

here and we are already over time enjoying looking at 
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them. Doug agrees to be the time Nazi and helps us to 

keep hurrying up. 

05.50 Nearby is the famous Spotted Whistling-duck site, 

now protected from intruding birders by electric fences 

ŀƴŘ ǊŀȊƻǊ ǿƛǊŜΦ .ǳǘ ƴƻ ŘǳŎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜΦ ΨhƘ ȅƻǳ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩ 

06.20 We visit a nearby caravan park where Murray knows 

of a nest with Papuan Frogmouths. Disaster, they have 

already fledged, but by a miracle Murray spots them higher 

in the same tree. 

06.40 Newell Beach. Good progress as we hear a Mangrove 

Robin, Varied Honeyeater and see a Shining Flycatcher. 

Further down at the river we find a Mangrove Kingfisher 

and a few more waders, but are driven away by 

mosquitoes. 

07.10 Still behind time we visit the river at Cooya Beach, 

amazingly picking up three Beach Stone-curlews on the 

beach and a handful of other birds in the mangroves. 

07.40 By special arrangement we visit the Kiloea waste 

transfer station at Port Douglas. Luckily the Pied Herons 

ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ 

for the Beach-stone Curlews. Mandy & Chris hear some 

Lovely Fairy-wrens and after quite some time we manage 

to find them, luckily also viewing a Bush Hen in the 

process. 

08.20 In Port Douglas some time is spent squeaking for 

White-browed Crakes without much fruition, although we 

do spot one of the hundreds of Purple Swamphens on 

offer. We decide not to divert to a nearby pond that has 

Plumed Whistling-duŎƪǎΦ Ψ²ŜΩƭƭ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǎŜŜ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǘŜǊέ .ƛƎ 

mistake - we never see one. A bird in the bush is not as 

good as one written on the count form. 

08.50 Excitement is mounting as we race up the hill 

ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ DǊŜȅ 

Whistler, Yellow-spotted Honeyeater or Brush Turkey 

which we hear, hear and see on the way up the Rex range. 

We enter into some debate as to whether everyone has 

correctly identified the turkey. Nine Mile Road at the top of 

the hill is very birdy and we quickly pick up a good 

selection of rainforest species including a lucky pair of Pied 

Monarchs. 

09.15 We have been kindly allowed to walk around the 

grounds of Kingfisher Park Birdwatchers Lodge where we 

eventually count the Superb Fruit-doves after some 

replaying of thŜ !ǇǇ ƻƴ 5ƻǳƎΩǎ ƛǇƘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ 

they sound like. There is no sign of a Pitta but we add some 

honeyeaters to the list and have caught up on time. 

09.55 A neighbour of Kingfisher Park has a spectacular 

callistemon in their garden where we found a Scarlet 

Honeyeater during our test drive. Unfortunately this 

talented gardener is mowing the lawn under this exact 

plant. 

10.00 A number of birds are present at the Bushy Creek 

ōǊƛŘƎŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŜƳ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

convince ourselves to count Barred Cuckoo-shrike but add 

aŀŎƭŜŀȅΩǎ IƻƴŜȅŜŀǘŜǊΦ 

10.40 Murray tries to catch up on some sleep on the drive 

up Mt Lewis but we have to keep waking him up so three 

ƻŦ ǳǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ DƻƭŘŜƴ ²ƘƛǎǘƭŜǊΣ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ wƛŦƭŜōƛǊŘ ŀƴŘ 

[ŜǿƛƴΩǎ IƻƴŜȅŜŀǘŜǊΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘ [Ŝwis clearing all the 

wet tropics endemics can be seen including quite a few 

species we will never see anywhere else. Today they 

appear to be not so obliging so we go way over time trying 

to find birds such as Chowchilla and Fernwren. The single 

Blue-faced Finch we heard during our test run appears to 

have vanished. But we do see a couple of White-headed 

Pigeons, a lucky find at this location. Also we see the 

Barred Cuckoo-shrike we were agonizing about earlier. 

мнΦрл 5ƻǳƎΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ƳŀǘŜ wǳǎǎŜƭl has the most 

extraordinary garden near Julatten. I have never seen so 

many honeyeaters in one place. Here we quickly add 

White-cheeked, White-throated, Yellow-faced, Scarlet and 

Blue-faced Honeyeaters as well as hearing Brown 

Gerygone 

13.20 Abattoir Swamp: our good fortune continues here 

with Northern Fantail and Varied Sitella added to the list. 

моΦрл ²Ŝ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƻǳƎΩǎ ǎƪƛƭŦǳƭ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 

and investigate the Maryfarms area. Here a pair of 

Bustards are sitting under the same tree as a few days back 

and a flyby Channel-billed Cuckoo is good to see. Brilliantly 

Murray manages to find a nesting Black-faced 

Woodswallow which we were not expecting. 
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14.10 At the lovely Mt Carbine Caravan Park our previous 

conversation with the helpful owner has paid off. He has 

located a Tawny Frogmouth nest and this makes a good 

addition to our list. Also here we find a number of other 

new dry country birds, Galah, Pale-headed Rosella and 

Blue-winged Kookaburra. 

14.50 At an unspecified secret location we are all 

blindfolded while Doug takes us to his secret White-

browed Robin site. Sure enough the Robin plays his part 

and soon adds to our total while a Brown Falcon circles 

overhead 

15.20 Lake Mitchell: here we drive the causeway and add a 

few more waterbirds. Mandy and Chris spot some Great 

Cormorants that we have missed. Some local people here 

are fishing and in a near tragic accident Murray is attacked 

and bitten by their large fierce dog. He diplomatically 

avoids punting the terrier into the lake. We are concerned 

he might have caught rabies as we still need him as a third 

person to confirm bird calls later that night.  

15.55 We drive to the hills opposite Lake Mitchell and 

listen out for Grey Shrike-thrush and Noisy Miners but 

their calls are drowned out by the Buff-breasted Button-

quails. 

16.10 Further towards Mareeba a lucky stop at Magpie 

Marsh produces a White-browed Crake and the single 

[ŀǘƘŀƳΩǎ {ƴƛǇŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ hǳǊ ƎƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎΦ 

A tally of the totals reveals we are going very well at 169 

species, but the rate of adding new birds is dropping 

sharply. 

16.20 We have missed seeing Plumed Whistling-duck, a 

ŘŜŀŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ŀǘ .ǊŀŘȅΩǎ [ŀƎƻƻƴ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŘǳŎƪ 

here. The three Red-kneed Dotterals are good to see. A 

few years ago you would never see a Red-kneed dotterel 

but now they seem to be everywhere.  

16.30 Mareeba In addition to no PWDs we have not seen a 

Cotton Pygmy-goose or Squatter Pigeon. A spin around 

Mareeba rodeo grounds adds only Double-barred Finch. 

16.45 Back to my house in Mareeba for a quick tea break 

and our good luck kicks in again. There are Squatter 

Pigeons by the driveway, Cotton Pygmy-goose on the dam, 

Brown Quail by the house, a flyby Baza and Collared 

Sparrowhawk up the road.  We agonize about where to go 

next but a short drive up Chewko road pays off with some 

late in the season Sarus Cranes plus a handful of Red-tailed 

Black-cockatoos. We now need to seriously get moving to 

reach Cairns. 

17.40 Cassowary House in Kuranda is our only hope for a 

Cassowary. Unfortunately, they generally only show up in 

the morning. We decide not to go in as we really need to 

get down to the Esplanade at Cairns. But just past the turn 

off Sue Gregory kindly calls to tell us she has been trying to 

keep three near the house for us all afternoon. Mandy and 

Chris, who have been doing very well to keep up with the 

madness, follow us in an illegal U-turn at the Kuranda 

range lookout and we make it to Cassowary House, 

stopping only to add a Grey Goshawk nesting nearby. The 

sight of one adult male southern Cassowary and two 

striped chicks feeding quietly on rainforest fruit beside the 

house was a wonderful sight, the highlight of the day. It 

was tragic to have to reduce this experience to one tick on 

the list and race off again. 

18.10 Cairns Go-kart. The road beside the Go-kart track is 

always a reliable spot for Crimson Finches and here they 

were again. 

18.30 We arrive at the Cairns Esplanade after only one 

speed camera flash. We are just in time to add a few more 

waders to our total in the fading light. Mandy & Chris are 

strangely not tempted by the prospect of another five and 

a half hours driving about in the dark and they head back 

to Mossman. Murray finds one last miracle bird for us, a 

Nankeen Night Heron in a fig opposite a famous Scottish 

restaurant on the Esplanade. 

19.30 We retire to the Cairns RSL club for a well earned 

bite to eat. We have now been birding non stop for 14 

hours and in need of a small break. We take it in turns to 

try and count how many birds we have on our form. We 

each come up with different figure but finally settle on 

197. We have smashed the total from our trial day. But we 

all agree that we should put in the effort to get to the 200 

mark. 

20.30 Another easy bird we have missed is the Rock Dove, 

common enough but where would you find one in Cairns at 

ƴƛƎƘǘΚ aǳǊǊŀȅΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ƎŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

the Caltex servo pays off. 
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20.40 Cairns Centenary Lakes is a good location where we 

might hope for a Rufous Owl or a Black Bittern. We only 

find more Night Herons until we try the boardwalk where 

we hear a distant Red-necked Rail. Much more impressive 

is a Striped Possum right up close to the boardwalk. 

Unfortunately this creature is not a bird and we can only 

afford a brief detour to look at him. We are now at 199. 

21.40 Still no Plumed-whistling Duck so we race back up to 

Port Douglas to have another look at the pond where we 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǎǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ 

grass in the garden we can see some ducks without waking 

up the owner of the house. There are lots of toads out but 

no ducks. 

22.10 Again we drive up the Rex Range and stop at Nine 

Mile Road. Straightaway we can hear a Large-tailed 

Nightjar calling. We have reached 200 birds! A bottle of 

champagne is opened and cigars are passed around. 

22.30 More good luck, an Eastern Barn Owl is perched on 

the white fence opposite Kingfisher Park Birdwatchers 

Lodge. 201 species. Hoping for some owl calls we wait for a 

while in the dark at Geraghty Park, but all is silent and we 

are struggling to stay awake.. 

23.00 To keep going we drive around the Hurricane Station 

road, but there are no more night birds to be seen. 

23.30 Mt Molloy We find a log that looks very much like a 

Tawny Frogmouth. We decide not to count it, forgetting 

we have already seen both Frogmouths anyway. 

24.00 Back at Geraghty Park and no owls continue to call. 

We have finished and drive back down to Mossman happy 

with our total of 201. 

00.30 Still flushed with the excitement of the day I head 

back home, back up the Rex Range for the third time. 

Luckily the wallabies all sit quietly beside the road all the 

way to Mareeba 

02.00 About time for bed now. 

The BirdLife Challenge Count takes place on first Sunday of 

December each year. If you would like to give it a go please 

contact BirdLife Northern Queensland. 

 

Addendum. 

Mention should also be made of two other teams in FNQ 

who also participated in the count. John Seale and Darren 

Phillips also counted within the same area as us but just for 

the morning. They recorded 63 species including two birds 

we had missed, Brush Cuckoo and that Plumed-whistling 

Duck. We can add these two to our area total as they were 

within the same 80km. 

Ceri Pearce, Sandra Christensen and Mundi Allen also 

surveyed an area based around Innisfail recording 118 

species seen between 0500 and 19.30. 

Dominic Chaplin 
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Australia Day Weekend 
at Kingfisher Park 

Birdwatchers Lodge  

The traditional annual BirdLife Northern Queensland long 

weekend was held at Kingfisher Park Birdwatchers Lodge 

again this year, hosted by Keith & Lindsay, after a break 

last year.  

Most members arrived on the Friday afternoon and got 

acquainted with each other. After the evening meal a 

spotlighting trip was held around the Lodge grounds. Here 

the highlights were a Northern Leaf-tailed Gecko, Boyd's 

Forest Dragon and several frogs including Jungguy Frog and 

Cogger's Frog. Other frog species were heard. Luminescent 

fungi was also seen, along with a couple of birds roosting; 

Grey Whistler and Spectacled Monarch.  

The following morning, Australia Day, saw a few members 

starting a morning walk at 6.00am around the lodge and 

Geraghty Park. The highlight here was a Pale-vented Bush-

hen in our neighbours garden and several Buff-breasted 

Paradise-Kingfisher around the Lodge. After breakfast it 

was decided to go to Lake Mitchell rather than risk trying 

to go up Mt. Lewis, due to high winds left over from ex-

tropical cyclone Oswald. This was a good move as the lake 

had plenty of species on it and in the adjacent woodland. 

Highlights were Glossy Ibis, several White-browed Crake, 

five Banded Honeyeater, Grey-crowned Babbler making a 

roost and two Leaden Flycatcher on a nest. Also seen here 

was a large Water Python and hundreds of Graphic 

Flutterer dragonflies.  

 

 

Rifle Creek reserve at Mt. Molloy was our lunch stop with a 

bit of birding thrown in. A Black Butcherbird was a good 

sighting here. A quick look down Bakers Road in Mount 

Molloy failed to see the White-browed Robin that we 

heard. 

Following an afternoon siesta to avoid the heat of the day, 

we investigated the local area around the Julatten School 

and along McDougall Road which turned up some good 

sightings including Green Pygmy-goose, Comb-crested 

Jacana, Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, Little Bronze-Cuckoo 

(Gould's) Red-backed Fairy-wren and Shining Flycatcher 

(male and Female). 

The evening was taken up with the traditional communal 

dinner which was as sumptuous and diverse as ever, 

leading most people to over indulge! Thanks to all the 

cooks for a great spread. After dinner we were presented 

with a talk  "Thinking about birds aƴŘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέ ōȅ 

Don Franklin. Don's presentation was very thought 

provoking and topical, examining various predictive 

modelling scenarios. This modelling tries to predict future 

impacts on birds up until the year 2080. Whilst the outlook 

is not good for a range of species others were predicted to 

increase. Many, especially higher altitude species in the 

Northern Queensland members gather for the morning 
excursion to Lake Mitchell 

Buff-breasted Paradise Kingfisher 
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Wet Tropics, may not be able to adapt fast enough for the 

forecast increases in temperature as they have in the past 

when temperature rises (or falls) were a lot more gradual. 

Thanks to Don for giving his talk. 

 

Members (L to R) Carol Illes, Bob Forsythe, Don Franklin, Doug 
Herrington, Terry Barnes, Denis Walls and Stella Martin at 
Kingfisher Park Birdwatchers Lodge. 

 

Sunday morning was organised by Del Richards, from Fine 

Feather Tours, and Doug Herrington of Birdwatching 

Tropical Australia. They split into two groups visiting areas 

in the Black Mountain Road and Euluma Creek Road in 

Julatten. The biggest surprise on these trips was a Diamond 

Dove mixed in with several Peaceful Dove on Euluma Creek 

Road, an unusual species this far east. Other good sightings 

were Black Bittern, Superb Fruit-Dove, Fork-tailed Swift 

and White-throated Needletail, Double-eyed Fig-Parrot 

and Lovely Fairy-wren.  

In the afternoon, an attempt was made on the Mt. Lewis 

Road but due to the high winds, many large trees were 

down so we only managed to get a few kilometres up the 

road driving and walking. However we did see some good 

birds including Wompoo Fruit-Dove, White-throated 

Treecreeper (race minor) and a male Victoria's Riflebird 

foraging along a tree trunk. Eagle eyed Sandra spotted a 

Green Ringtail Possum roosting in a tangle of leaves right 

over where we had parked the vehicles, a great sighting! 

The evening was another social gathering with Terry 

Barnes giving us an insight into the growth of several 

Chestnut Rail from eggs to adults using old technology 

slides which were very effective! Terry had a permit to 

collect a few eggs from the wild and these were put into an 

incubator at the Territory Wildlife Park, where he was 

working, and observations were recorded. Almost nothing 

was known about the growth of Chestnut Rails until this 

research was carried out.  After this, Keith Fisher showed a 

few slides from a trip out to western Queensland and Lake 

Eyre when it was in flood about 12 years ago.  

Monday morning a few members went out to Wetherby 

Station along the alternative road to Mount Molloy. This 

turned out to be very rewarding with 35 species seen in 

the Wetherby  Station lagoon and adjacent woodland. A 

pair of Brown-backed Honeyeater were building a nest and 

an Olive-backed Oriole gave us good views as it foraged in 

a fig tree.  

This ended a very successful weekend due to the 

enthusiasm of the members, the help of guides; Carol Iles, 

Del Richards and Doug Herrington - activities coordinator 

for the BirdLife NQ group, plus speakers Don Franklin and 

Terry Barnes. Total birds for the weekend ended up at 140 

seen and 6 heard. For the complete lists of all the places 

visited and birds seen, see the Eremaea Birds site 

www.eremaea.com click on Australia-Queensland under 

latest lists and search down for BirdLife Northern 

Queensland. More information with a few images can also 

be found on the Kingfisher Park BL blog: 

http://kingfisherparkbirdwatchers.blogspot.com/ 

Keith & Lindsay Fisher 

NN EEWW SSFFLLAA SSHH ::   KK ii nn gg ff ii sshh ee rr   SShh oo ww tt ii mm ee !!   

After an extremely dry wet season, the Buff-banded 

Paradise Kingfishers were very late in nesting. Two years 

ago the young were out of their nests at the end of 

January, just before Cyclone Yasi hit. This year they are still 

chirping madly in their termite mound homes begging their 

parents to bring food. Judging by the noise they are making 

the chicks in the six nests we have on the property should 

be out any day. Then it will be showtime with the parents 

frantically trying to keep up the food to the fast growing 

chicks. Most years the birds start to head home to Papua 

New Guinea by mid April, but this year, with their nesting 

being so late, they will probably be still here in early May. 

So if you want to come and see one of the most 

spectacular birds in Australia there is no time like the 

present! We are offering three nights for the price of two 

in our self-contained units to Birdlife NQ members until 

May, and over Easter 10% discount for all 

accommodation. Check our web site for more details. Look 

forward to seeing you. Keith & Lindsay Fisher.  

http://www.eremaea.com/
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How to find a 
cassowary at 

Wongaling  

Beach  

(on a bike).  

Since arriving in Wongaling 

Beach in late 2009 I have been in 

a position often to sight a 

cassowary while riding my bike on the roads in and around 

the three villages of Mission Beach, Wongaling Beach and 

South Mission Beach and even all the way out to Carmoo 

which is about 10 kms from home.  Most of my riding is 

done between 4:30pm and 6:30pm and in all kinds of 

weather. I also make sure to have my camera with me at 

all times. My strike rate for seeing a cassowary while riding 

my bike since the beginning of the year is 10 for 13 trips! 

I have seen all age groups of the cassowary and observed 

them from as close as 10 feet while they go about their 

business of foraging for food or just travelling about. The 

bike provides me with the opportunity to get close to them 

without being too noticeable, although the bike & my 

helmet are red/white/blue & black! And even though the 

birds do get inquisitive at times, depending on their age, I 

have never had one react aggressively towards me or felt 

threatened by one, although I do keep the bike between 

ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΧƧǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜΦ 

I have also seen birds run across the road in front of 

oncoming cars, groom themselves in front of me without 

paying me any heed and of course behave like model 

parents with a pair (or more) of chicks. However just 

recently I did bump into one adult that put on a display 

directed towards me that I had never seen before (as the 

photo at left shows). I had stopped to watch the bird when 

it noticed me and slowly moved my way and seemed to 

grow in size with each step until it actually extended itself 

up to about 9 feet! This lasted only moments before it was 

back to normal and walking away from me to a Cashew 

tree for food. And I have even had a bird step up off a track 

so that I could get past it! It was standing more or less in 

the middle of a track and I needed to get past it. We had a 

little stand-off until it decided to move off into the forest 

to let me by, at least that is what I like to believe. 

Luckily for us locals and the tourists who make it here to 

the beach the cassowary seem to have recovered from the 

destruction of Cyclone Yasi and the rainforest has begun to 

blossom again with the fruits that the birds need to 

survive. The rainforest also needs the birds for it to survive, 

as they are true keystone species, transporting seeds far 

and wide.  

Story and images by Jeff Larson 

Wongaling Beach, Qld.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

If you enjoy Contact Call, you might like 
the Drongo (The newsletter of Birdlife 
Townsville) too. 
Visit these websites: 
www.birdsaustralianq.org  
www.birdlifetownsville.org.au 

 

Reminder to members: Please contact National 

Office at 'membership@birdlife.org.au' or phone 

(03) 9347 0757  if you wish to receive a hard copy 
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Notice Board  

WEBSITES :  CHECK THIS OUT!  

Eremaea Birds  

Website http://www.eremaea.com/  

Do you know the best place to find the bird you seek? 

Eremaea Birds is an on-line birding atlas built from lists 

provided by Eremaea members. The site is international in 

scope and the taxonomy is based on the latest version of 

The Clements Checklist of the Birds of the World. You can 

also use the site to manage your life list, or plan your next 

big day/year out. Birdlife Northern Queensland is a 

registered member, so you can even check out our outing 

bird lists online (go to 'Latest Lists- Australia: Queensland' 

and look for the date and place of the outing and 

submitted by Birdlife Northern Queensland, then click on 

the link).  

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology  (Cornell 

University).  

Website: 

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/page.aspx?pid=1663 

Visit the home of the Macaulay Library - listen to the 

world's largest compilation of bird calls. View information 

and video about the Cornell Birds of Paradise Project. Find 

out about the labs research, citizen science and education 

programs, and much, much more. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MARCH 

17 ~ Wave the Waders Goodbye ς 9am to 11am.  

Catalina Room at Cairns RSL and Esplanade with Martin 

Cachard and Alan Gillanders. Come and learn how to id 

waders and then try out your knowledge on the Cairns 

Esplanade. Bring along your binoculars and spotting scope 

if you have one. Please contact Alan Gillanders at 

alan@alanswildlifetours.com.au to register or show your 

interest. Non-members welcome at a cost of $10 per 

person. 

FROM THE EDITOR  

Would you like to advertise in Contact Call?  

Advertisements and sponsorship help support Birdlife 

Northern Queensland. Any profit is used for education and 

conservation projects. The advertisements must be 

relevant to Birdlife Northern Queensland members and 

compatible with Birdlife Australia objectives and fund 

raising guidelines.  

Quarter page advertisements for 4 issues can be purchased 

for $70 plus GST, or $20 plus GST for a single issue. Contact 

the Editor of Contact Call for further information Email: 

email: northernqld@birdlife.org.au 

Next newsletter  deadline  

The Editor is seeking contributions to our next Contact Call 

Newsletter. Please submit your story/news/report by April 

10th to:  northernqld@birdlife.org.au. 

 

 

 

APRIL 

6 ~ Conservation of Beach-nesting Birds Workshop. 10am 

to 3pm. Cairns RSL Club, 115 Esplanade, Cairns. Limited 

places available, please RSVP Grainne Maguire, BirdLife 

Australia,at grainne.maguire@birdlife.org.au or phone: 

(03) 9347 0757 

6 ~ Club Meeting at Cominos House, 27 Greenslopes St 

(corner of Little St), Edge Hill (Cairns). ς 6pm to 8pm  Main 

speaker to be advised, plus Murray Hunt "Golden 

Shouldered Parrot"   

 
 Pied Oystercatcher Photo courtesy of Hidetoshi Kudo 

Dont forget the Shorebirds workshop in Cairns, April 6 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS CONT.  

MORE IN APRIL  

7 ~ Birding Centenary Lakes with John Seale. Meet 6:30am 

at Fresh Water Lake, Greenslopes St opposite the Rondo 

Theatre 

20 ~ Birding Etty Bay area. Meet at 8am outside the Sugar 

Museum at Mourylan. Please contact Dominic Chaplin 

dominicchaplin@bigpond.com to confirm 

MAY 

4-5 ~ Yungaburra Birding Weekend and Club Meeting. 

Various birding expeditions in the area with a club meeting 

on Saturday evening. Speaker: Dr Cliff Frith with a world 

premier! His new book on Lord Howe Woodhen will be 

released in June, so the title of his talk will be - The Lord 

Howe Island Woodhen: a flightless rail defying extinction. 

More birding on Sunday with committee meeting slotted in 

somewhere. More information contact Murray Hunt 

0417651929 /Doug Herrington 0418757288. 

11-24 ~ Carpentaria and Kalkadoon Grasswren survey. For 

more information contact Graham Harrington at (07) 

40965051 

22-27 ~ Artemis Station Golden Shoulder Parrot Camp-out 

Joint venture with Birdlife Townsville. Camping and hot 

showers available. Arrive and leave on which ever of these 

days suite you. Bring your own food, drinks and water. 

More information contact Murray Hunt 0417651929. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE 

1 ~ Club Meeting at Cominos House, 27 Greenslopes St 

(corner of Little St), Edge Hill (Cairns) 6pm to 8pm. 

Speaker: Jane Chidgey author of 'Under the Baobab Tree' 

(available at ABC bookshops) on 'Wildlife Conservation and 

Birding Adventures at a Private African Reserve (Makulu 

Makete)'. 

2 ~ Birding Centenary Lakes with John Seale. Meet 6:30am 

at Fresh Water Lake, Greenslopes St opposite the Rondo 

Theatre 

JULY 

6-7 ~ Port Douglas Birding Weekend. Saturday ς Birding 

the Mossman River by boat with Murray Hunt of Daintree 

Boatman Nature Tours - Bookings Essential. Contact 

Murray at 0417651929 

1st Cruise ς leaving from Newell Beach boat ramp at 

6.45am-returns 8.00am 

2nd Cruise ς leaving from Newell Beach boat ramp at 

8.15am-returns 9.30am 

Then Saturday - Club meeting at Wildlife Habitat - 5.30pm 

for 6pm start. Speaker - Clare Anderson, Birds of the 

ΨIŀōƛǘŀǘΩ. Bird Trivia Quiz - Murray Hunt 

Sunday  - at 7.00am Bird Walks Doug Herrington and 

Murray Hunt  

For further activities in 2013 or for updates, please check 
our website www.birdsaustralianq.org  


