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Rainbow Lorikeet. Image courte sy of Dominic Chaplin  
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From the Convenor  
Winter/spring in the tropics is a great time for birding; 

the wet weather has more or less subsided and birds 

are out and about enjoying the cooler conditions and 

the sunshine. Many memb ers have been venturing 

further afield to participate in surveys (the annual 

Grasswren survey led by Kath Shurcliff for instance) 

and preparing for the annual Crane Count (led by 

David Merrall) and ongoing social surveys across the 

region. The roads to rem ote areas are often cut off in 

the wet but by mid -year most are open o nce again and 

members can enjoy more substantial trips including 

Iron Range, Lakefield NP and the Gulf country.  

Many of these activities involve keeping records and 

BirdLife increasingl y relies on members and supporters 

to share their records as a contrib ution to our ability to 

assess threats to species, changing geographic 

distributions and declining populations. We are 

fortunate in Australia to have excellent systems to use 

for both re creational and scientific surveys. The 

program developed and managed b y BirdLife is simply 

called Birdata and a free app is available for smart 

phones (Android and Apple versions). The Cornell 

University system called eBird is also suitable for both 

recrea tional use and scientific surveys. Arrangements 

exist for appropriatel y labelled surveys using eBird to 

be sent on to Birdata and thereby contribute to 

BirdLife projects such as State of Australiaôs Birds and 

various conservation projects.  

As the operatio n of Birdata is reviewed it is 

increasingly becoming more user - friendl y and each 

update makes the system more valuable. There is 

excellent access to your own Birdata lists and records 

(with summaries of various kinds) and recently the 

system has been enabl ed for users to keep specific 

lists private (in case of sensitivity of  site or bird 

species).  

 

Carpentarian Grasswren image courtesy of Rex Whitehead  

Your own surveys are easily accessed and 

summarised. For example, using the My Data facility 

on the Bir data App (available on both the website and 

the phone app) I can see t hat of the 828 surveys I 

have done that are now on Birdata, some 267 were in 

Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) involving 426 species. 

On the other hand, I still have many surveys entered 

on eBird that do meet BirdLife Australiaôs standardised 

survey designs (e .g. 2 hectare, 20 minute search and 

500m or 5km diameter area searches) but are not yet 

incorporated in Birdata because I havenôt updated the 

observation field. All I have to do is use t he website to 

change the observation type to BirdLife Australia 

survey  designs, then my data can be transferred to 

Birdata, which will make it much more useful for 

conservation. If members still continue to use eBird for 

their survey records, then if you c hoose a survey type 

that matches BirdLife requirements, the data will be 

transferred to Birdata.  

The Branch is attempting to arrange another training 

session for interested members but looking at the 

recent changes (and others in the pipeline) it is very 

easy to simply download the app on to your phone and 

go to work! It is  worth checking with the website for 

further information. https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/  

One way to highlight our wildlife is the pract ice of each 

state adopting an official emblem. Nationally of course 

we  have the Emu and in Queensland our official bird is 

the Brolga. All the official state birds are of least 

concern (in terms of conservation status) except for 

the Victorian emblem ï the  Helmeted Honeyeater. 

Perhaps we in northern Queensland should adopt a n 

annual Bird Conservation Emblem as part of our 

advocacy for greater care and protection of our bird 

species. If the focus of our choice was to highlight a 

different endangered species each year we would have 

many to choose from. There are 16 species in o ur 

region that are either Endangered on the Queensland 

Government list or Critically Endangered on the EPBC 

(National) list. Five of these are international waders 

and two of them have o n-going Branch project work 

(Carpentarian Grasswren and Gouldian Finch ), looking 

for and monitoring their populations and investigating 

their habitat requirements to inform better 

management.  

https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/
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At our present rate of progress in the extinction 

stakes, by the time we got to the last on this list we 

would undoubtedly have mor e to choose from. There 

are 36 species listed as vulnerable in Queensland and 

at least 14 of these occur in our region. Perhaps to add 

further emphasis we might also run up a black flag for 

the 22 species of birds known to have gone extinct in 

Australia. M ost of these are island species (reflecting 

the general vulnerability of small island populations) . 

To date there has not been a bird extinction 

recognized in our region (the Paradise Pa rrot probably 

did not occur in northern Queensland). We happen to 

have  much better habitat protection in northern 

Queensland than in other parts of the State and that 

has served the birds well, but already there is 

recognition of inadequate habitat protect ion for some 

locations and species. And the effects of climate 

change are beginning to strike home. If any member 

would be interested in working on an advocacy 

information project for our threatened northern species 

please let me know. Threatened Species D ay is the 7 th  

September across the nation. Itôs also the day of our 

Annual Crane Count organised by David Merrall and I 

hope to see many of you there.  

Congratulations to Patrick Webster who is the 

inaugural winner of our Graham Harrington BirdLife 

Northern  Queensland Student Scholarship. See further 

details on page 6 .  

On Sep tember 20 th , the world is holding a very large 

climate strike. Children, students, have led the way  

and focussed great attention on the issue, from the UN 

to the many countries, states a nd councils that have 

declared a climate emergency. Now our youthful 

leaders are calling on us, the adults, to join them.  

We are asked to walk out of our work and join the 

students demanding emergency action by our 

Governments and wider community. We in A ustralia 

are in the front - line for climate change to have a big 

impact  on our already undermined environment and 

our many threatened species. If you want to find out 

more visit the website https://globalclima testrike.net/  

and/or the facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/StrikeClimate/posts/  

where you can find out about the climate strike and 

read about the commitment of these very responsibl e 

young people.  

I applaud Greta Thunberg, the Swedish girl who 

starte d the movement originally, a single person 

protest. She has more integrity than our entire 

parliament; read her own story on facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/gretathunbergsweden/     

 

 

It is wonderful to see so many of our own local young 

folk expressing their concerns and conducting a 

campaign to try and wake up our sleeping leaders 

about the gravity of the situation we fac e. Business as 

usual will not do. If you find you are able and willing 

please do fly the flag for a better outcome for our 

wildlife, if not of course ourselves. There will be a big 

event in Cairns. Hope to see you there.  

Peter Valentine, Convenor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Contact us: BirdLife Northern 
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Email:  northernqld@birdlife.org.au  

Internet: www.birdlifenq.org  

https://globalclimatestrike.net/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/StrikeClimate/posts/
https://www.facebook.com/gretathunbergsweden/
http://www.birdlifenq.org/
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BirdLife Northern Queensland Committee  

Convenor  Peter Valentine   Email: peter.valentine@jcu.edu.au  Phone: 07 40966171  

Deputy Convenor  Martin Willis  Email: mar tinwillis@mac.com  Phone: 07 40966581  

Secretary and Communications 

Coordinator  

Renee Cassels  Email: renee.cassels@my.jcu.edu.au  

Treasurer  Lindsay Fisher  Email : lindsayjq@gmail.com   

Cairns Area Coordinator  Tom Collis  Email: motom4@bigpond.com  Phone: 0401783795  

Conservation Coordinator and Cape 

York Area Coordinator  

Kath Shurcliff  Email crabplover@westnet.com.au  Phone: 07 4069 6595   

Tablelands Area Coordinator  Martin Willis  Email: martinwillis@mac.com  Phone: 07 40966581  

Stickybe ak Coordinator  Golo Maurer  Email: Golo.maurer@birdlife.org.au   

Committee member  Ray Pierce  Email:  raypierce@bigpond.com   

Grasswren  Survey Coordinator  Graham Harrington 

and Kath Shurcliff  

Email: crabplover@westnet.com.au  Phone: 07 4069 6595  

Members Coordinator  Sam Willis  Email: samnmart@gmail.com  Phone: 07 40966581  

Website Manager  Mikey Kudo  Email: kudo@kankyo -gi.net  Phone:  0402343610  

KBA Coordinator  Mike Grigg  Email: mikesgrigg@gmail.com   

Committee member  Wayne Young  Email: info@chowc hilla.com.au   

Newsletter Editor and Cassowary 

Coast Area Coordinator  

Ceri Pearce  Email: birdlifenqnewsletter@gmail.com  Phone: 0488131581  

 

Grey Goshawk takes Orange - footed Scrubfowl  

 
Image courtesy of Willem Gheysen  

Witnessing this was surreal. 

The Orange - footed Scrub - fowl 

would have outweighed the 

young Grey Goshawk multiple 

times to one!  

The hunter had already taken 

the head off in true 'Accipiter' 

style. It was grasping it's 

lar ge floating prey at the base 

of a ro cky bank , close to 

Daintree village , which made 

it difficult to understand how 

the victor could have 

managed the kill (we 

onlookers were first drawn to 

the situation when an adult 

Brahminy Kite landed in the 

tree above).  

The outcome may ha ve been 

ominous . I t was just  a matter 

of time before a Saltwater 

Crocodile managed to locate 

the delicacy . H opefully the 

young Goshawk is still around 

and not part of the meal.  

Del Richards and Murray Hunt  
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Inaugural Graham 

Harrington Scholarship 

Awarded  
BirdLife Australia Northern Queensland Branch decided 

to make an annual award of a research scholarship to 

encourage the study of our northern Queensland birds. 

The Committee decided that we wishe d to honour long 

time member and CSIRO researcher Dr Graham 

Harrington by naming the award after him. This was 

announced at our Annual General Meeting in March 

2019 and a call went out for applicants for the award 

in May.  

A selection panel  was established  to make the decision 

for 2019 (Mike Grigg, Wayne Young and Peter 

Valentine) following valuable input earlier from Renee 

Cassells.  

The Committee is delighted to award Patrick Webster  

the Graham Harrington Research Scholarship.  

Patrick is enrolled as a Ph D student at the University of 

Queensland after having gradu ated with a First Class 

Honours Degree in which he studied the Black -

breasted Buttonquail on Fraser Island (KôGari).  

This experience should serve him well with his PhD 

project in which he is seek ing to establish ecological 

and conservation knowledge of th e Buff -breasted 

Buttonquail.  

Patrick described his project as follows:  

The Buff -breasted Button -quail Turnix 

olivii   is arguably the most poorly 

known of all Australian birds. 

Currently listed as Endangered under 

the EPBC Act with a population 

estimate of as few as 500 birds, the 

species has never been the focus of 

ecological and conservation research, 

and its potentia l extreme rarity means 

almost nothing is known of its basic 

biology, such as h abitat use, breeding, 

diet, population trends or threats. 

Despite its status, there are no formal 

conservation actions underway to 

secure the species, due largely to the 

fundamen tal gaps in our knowledge.  

Patrick will explore all past records 

and develop t echniques that will help 

understand habitat use, seasonal 

movements, detection methods and 

breeding biology. Our Award to Patrick 

($1,000) will assist his field work. 

Patrick liv es in Cairns.  

 

 

The Committee is impressed with the challenge being 

taken on by Patrick and recognizes only extremely 

limited data about this species exists at present. 

Patrick is being supervised by Professor James Watson 

of the School of Earth and Envir onmental Sciences at 

the University of Queensland, with additional support 

fro m Dr Steve Murphy.  

I am sure all members would join with the Committee 

in congratulating Patrick and wishing him well for his 

studies. We look forward to hearing more about his 

project in the future.  

Peter Valentine  

Convenor  

 

 
Congratulations Patrick Webster , winner of the Graham Ha rrington Research 

Scholarship  
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Check out my tongue!  

 
Juvenil e Cassowary. T his view into chicko's  throat (it was 

actually yawning, not giving its 'little lost cassowary' wail, 

triggered Christinaôs investigation into bird tongues.  Photo by 

Christina Suttner  

 
Rainbow Lorikeet image by Glenn Longbottom  

 
Little Pied Cormorant image by John Clarke  

 
Pacific Baza image by Matt Wright  

Thomas and I have seen many a cassowary gape (we 

lived in Kuranda for 9 years and 'Dad', 'Missy' and 

their offspring were frequent visitors to our property), 

but we could never see a tongue . 

When I took this recent image o f a chick at our place 

in Wondecla, I couldn't see a tongue either, but was 

quite sure that all birds would have one. Searching on 

the internet , I found out that cassowaries do not have 

a tongue  that we would recognise ! App arently,  

cassowaries pick up  thei r food (mainly fruit)  and toss it 

to the back of their throats to swallow.  

http://savethecassowary.org.au/the -

cassowary/biology -physiology/  

We saw Alan Gillanders at the marke ts and talked to 

him about it, then persisted with more internet 

searches which finally led to Nancy Johnston's paper 

on avian tongues, which is as detailed as you can 

hope.  

According to Johnstonôs paper, bird tongues are r arely 

mentioned but they are fasc inating . They come in wide 

variety of shapes and sizes.  Birds tongues can be very 

long, very short, feathered at the tip, and can have  

barbs of various sizes . To find out more about bird 

tongues, go to the source 

https://goldengateaudubon.org/wp -

content/uploads/Avian -Tongues_Johnston.pdf  

And as Nancy Johnston  points out i n the paper, while 

tongue morphology is important, understanding  the 

structure and function of the rest of the oral cavity, 

including the beak , is also important. For example, the 

size, shape and structure of the beak works with the 

tongue to catch/collect , manipulate and swallow food.  

Sometimes the internet can be qui te useful!  

Christina Suttner and Thomas Woltmann  

Atherton Tablelands Birdwatchers' Cabin  

 

 

 
Australian King Parrot image by Kris Bernard  

 

Special thanks to Alan Gillanders for sharing his kno wledge 

and Glenn Longbottom, John Clarke, Kris Bernard and Matt 

Wright for these wonderful images of bird tongue s.  
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